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For the Advancement of their 
#rve and greateſt Intereſt. 
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LADIES, 


Ince the Profitable Ad- 
| ventures that (have 
gone abroad in the World, 
B have 
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have met with ſo great * 


Encouragement, tho' the 
higheſt advantage they can 
' propoſe, is an uncertain 
Lot for ſuch matters as O- 
pinion (not real worth) 
gives a value to; things 


which if obtain'd, are as 


flitting and fickle, as that 
Chance which is .to dif- 
poſe of them. I there- 
fore perſuade my ſelf, you 
will not be leſs kind to a 
Propoſition that comes at- 
tended with more certain 
and (ubſtantialGain ;whoſe 
only deſign is to improve 
your Charms and heighten 
your Value, by ſuffering 
you no longer to be cheap 


is 


and contemptible. It's aim 
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is to fix that Beauty, eo 


SE: 25 


make it laſting and per- 
manent,., which Nature 
with all the helps of Art, 


4 


27 cannot ſecure: And to 


place it out of the reach of 


Sickneſs and Old Age, by 


transferring it from a cor- 
ruptible Body to an im- 
mortal Mind. An oblig- 
ing Deſign, which wou'd 
procure them ward Beau- 
ty, to whom Nature has 
unkindly denied the ovr- 
ward ; and not permit thoſe 
Ladies | who have comely 
Bodies, to tarniſh their Glo- 


ry with deformed Souls. 
 Wou'd have you all be wits, 
or what is better Wile. 
Raiſe you above the VuE 
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oar by ſomething more 
truely illuſtrious, than a 
founding Title, or a great 


- Eftate, Wou'd excite in 


you a generous Emulati- 


on to excel in the beſt 


ens, and nut in ſuch 
Trifles as every mean per- 
fon who has but My E- 
nough, may purchaſe as 
well as you. Not ſuffer 
en to take up with the 
ow thought of diſtinguiſh- 
ing your ſelves by any 
thing that is not truly va- 
luable; and procure you 
ſuch Ornaments as all the 
Treaſures of the Teazes are 
not able to purchaſe. Wou'd 
help you toſurpaſs the Men 
as much 1n YVertue and In- 


__ - genulty, 
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| genuity, as you do in Beau- 


ty ; that you may not on- 
ly be as lovely, but as wile 
as Angels.” Exalt and Eſta- 
bliſh your Fame, more than 
the bt wrought Poems, 
and loudeſt Paree yricks, b 


' ennobling your Minds wit 


ſuch Grgces as really deſerve 
it. And inſtead of the Fu- 
ſtianComplements and Ful- 
ſome Flatteries of your Ad- 
mirers, obtain for you the 
Plaudit of Good Men and 
Angels, ®nd the approbatis 
on of| him who cannot err, 
In a word, render you the 
Glory and Bleſſing of the 
preſent Age, and the Ad- 
miration and Pattern of the 
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CO 
And ſure, I ſhall not need 
many words to perſuade 


you to cloſe with this Pro- 


poſal. The very offer is 
a ſufficient inducement ; nor 
does it need the {et-off's of 
Rhetorick to recommend it, 
were I capable, which yet 
I amnot, of applying them 
with the greateſt force.Since 
you cannot be founkind to 
your ſelves, as to refuſe 
your rea! Intereſt; TI 
only entreat you to be ſo 
wile as to examine wherein 
it conſiſts ; for nothing is of 
worſer conſequence than to 
be deceiv'd in a matter of ſo 


great concern. 'Tis as little 


beneath your Grandeur as 


your Prudence, to examine 
curioully 
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exciotly what is in this 
caſe offer'd you ; and to 
take |/care that cheating 


 Huckſters don't impoſe up- 
3 on you with deceitfulWare. 


This| is a matter infinitely 
more worthy your Debates, 
than/- what Colours are 
moſt agreeable, or whats 
the Dreſs becomes you beft ? 
Your Glaſs will not do you 
half ſo much ſervice as 
a ſerious refleAion on your 


own Minds; which will 


diſcover Irregularities more 
worthy your CorreQion, 
and keep you from being 
either too much elated or 


depreſs'd-by the repreſenta- 
tions of the other. *Twill 
not be near ſo advantagious 
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to conſult with your Dan-. 


cing-maſter as with your 
own Thoughts,how youma 


with greateſt exaQnels 


tread in the Paths of Ver- 
tue, which has certainly the 
moſt attractive Air, and 
Wiſdom the moſt grace- 
ful and. becoming Mee: : 
Let theſe attend you, and 
your Carriage will be al- 
ways we!l compos'd, and 
evry thing you do will 
carry its Charm with it. 
No ſolicitude in the adorna- 
tion of our ſelves is diſcom- 
mended, provided you em- 
ploy your care about that 
.which is really your /e/f'; 


and do not neglet that par- 


ticle of Divinity wichin 
wou 
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you, which muſt ſurvive, 
2 -and may (if you pleaſe) be 
: happy and perfe&t when 
2 it's unſuitable and much 
inferiour Companion is 
? mouldring into Duſt. Net- 
> ther; will any pleaſure be de- 
 nied you, who are only de- 

/ ſir'd not to catch at the 

' Shadow and let the Sub- 
ſtance go.. You may be as 
ambitious as you pleaſe, ſo 

: you/aſpire to the belt things; 
>] and contend with your 
' Neighbours as much as you 
'” can) that they may not out- 
F do; you in any commenda- 
* ble/Quality. Let it never be 
ſaid,that they towhom pre- 
eminence is ſo very agree- 
able, can be tamely content 
| B I | * War 
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that others ſhou'd ſurpaſs 


them in zhis, and precede. 
them in a better World ! 
Remember, I pray you, tie 
famous Women of former. 
Apes, the Orinda's of late, 
and the more Modern D'a- 
cier and others, and bluſh. 


to think how much 1s now, 


and will hereafter be {aid of 


them, when you your ſelves 
(as great a Figure as you 
make) mult be buried in (1- 
lence . and forgetfulneſs ! 


Shall your Emulation tail 
there only: whicre it is coms. 


mendable* Why are you 


ſo prepolterouſly humble, 


as not. to. contend for one 


ef the higheſt Manſtons in 


the Court of Heay*n? Be. 


lieve. 
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lieve meLadies,thisis the on- 
ly Place worth contending 
for ; you are neither better 
nor worſe in your ſelves for 
20ing before, or coming 
after' wow; but you are 
really ſo much the better, 
by. how much the hrgher 
your. ſtation 1s in an Orb 
of Glory. How can you be 
content to be in the world 
like [Tulips in. a Garden, to 
make a fine ſhew and be 
good for nothing ; have all 
yourGlories ſet in the grave, 
or perhaps much ſooner ? 
What your own ſentiments 
are, I know nor, but I can- 
not without pity and re- 
ſentment reflect, that thoſe 
Glorious Temples on which 

your - 
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your kind Creator has be- 
ſow'd ſuch exquiſite work- 
manſhip, ſhou'd. enſhrine 
no better than Egyptian. 
Deities ; be like a garniſh'd 


1 v 


42 


Sepulchre, which for all it's 
littering,has nothing with- 
in but Emptineſs or Putri-- 
fattion ! What a pity it ; 
' 1s, that whilſt your Beauty 
caſts a luſtre round about, .. 
- your Souls which are infi- 
| nitely more bright and ra-. 
diant (of which if you had 
2 but a clear Idea, as lovely 
as It is, and as much as you 
now value it, you wou'd 
then deſpiſe and neglef& the 
mean C./e thar encloſes it) - 
Thou'd be ſuffer'd to over- 
run with Weeds, lye fallow | 
and 
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and negle&ted, unadorn'd 
with. any. Grace! Altho- 
the Beauty of the Mind is. 
neceſſary to ſecure thoſe 
Conquelts which your Eyes 
have] gain'd; and Time 
' that mortal Enemy to hand- 
| - ſome Faces, has no influ- 
ence on a lovely Soul, but 
to hetter and improve it. 
For ſhame, let us abandon 
that. 0/4, and therefore one_ 
wou'd think, unfaſhionable 
employment of purſuing 
Butterflies and Trifles! No 
- longer drudge on in the 
dull beaten road of Vanity 
and Folly, which ſo many 
have gone, before us; but 
dare to break the enchanted 
Circle that cuſtom has 
i placed 


£ 5 1 LEAP 
ORIEL go 


ea Snag FE REY ae RA Ig Loop Se A 3h Ay DT as es Eo Cr phate, BE Of ne ! OO OE TA PIER 
; Sr 5 J - SIS 5. 
i 6h 
. ; , 
1 
- 
w RY 

! 4 | 

\ 
P 

o 


plac'd us in, and ſcorn the. 
vulgar way of imitating all 
Kg Impertinencies of our 
Neighbours. Let us learn 
to pride our {elves in ſome- 
thing more excellent than 
the invention of a Faſhion :. 
And not entertain ſuch a 
degrading tought of our 
own worth, as to 1magin that 
our Souls were given us on- 
ly for the ſervice of our Bo- 
dics, and that the beit im- 
Provement we can make 
of- theſe, is ro attract the 


" eyes of men. We value 
them too much, and our 
{elves too little, if we place 


any part of our worth in 
their. Opinion ; and do not 
think our ſelves capable of 
Nobler 


. h «-: ad _ 
. F 9 p , RE BOP [DEAREST 
ry rk SS £ FE De eo ENTS Pn» : 
#05 Sas Cl BA IIS ans _ Ko 5 EI ERIE | 
TIE Heb be fc Oy OE ED oY . 

CL a as oe ee aoes me FR 
VR AS VO! 

; 


Nobler Things than the pi- 
tiful Conqueſt . of ſome 
wor thleſs heart. She who 
has opportunities of making 
an intercit in Hcav*n, of ob- 
taining the Jove and admt- 


| ration 0i GOD and Angels, 


is t09, prodigal of her Time, 
and injurious to herCharms, 


to throw. them away on 


vain /tnlignificant men. She 
need [not make her ſcif fo 
clitap,as to deſcend toCourt 

their Applaules ; for at the. 

greater. ciſtance ſhe Keeps, . 
and;the more ſhe is above 

them, the more effcQually 
the ſecures their eſteem and 
wonder. Be fo generous 
then Ladies, as to do no- 
thing unworthy of you ; {o 
SEG - 
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true to your Intereſt as not- 
to leſſen your Empire, and 
depreciate your Charms. 
Let not your Thoughts. 


be wholly buſted in 
obſerving what reſpect is 
paid you, but a part of them 
at leaſt, in ſtudying to de- 
ſerveit. And after all, re- 


member, that Goodneſs is. 
the trueit Greatneſs, to be 


wiſe for your ſelves, the 


greateſt Wit, and zhat: 
Beauty the moſt detirable, 
which will endure to Eter- 


nity. : 
Pardon me the ſeeming 


rudeneſs of this Propoſal,. 


which goes upon a ſuppoſi- 
tion that there is ſomething 
amiſs in you, which it 1s 

| intended 
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intended to amend. My 
deſign is not to expoſe, but 
to reQify your Failures. 'To 
7 be cxempt from miſtake, 1s. 
1 a priviledge few can pre- | 
* tend to, the greateſt 1s to 
| bepaſt Convi&tion, and too 
G!; tintke to reform. Even 
7 the 1Mzz, as exaCt as they 
; , woud| ſeem, and as much 
7 ' as rley divert themſelves 
= with our Miſcarriages, are 
J very ofcen guilty of great- 
7 er fauſts; and ſuch as con- 
4 ſidering the advantages 
they ENJOY, arc much 
more /inexcuſable, But I 
_ will not pretend to correct 
_ their Errors, who cither are. 
| or at leaſt 74/24 themſclves 
too wiſe to receive Inſtruc- 
tion ; 
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tion from a Womans Pen. 
My earneſt deſire is, that 
you Ladies, would be as 
perfet and happy as *tis 
poſſible to be in this im-+ 
perfect ſtate ; for I love you 
too well to endure a ſpot 
upon your Beauties, if 
can by any means remove 
and wipe it off. IT would 
have you live up to the dig- 
nity of your Nature, and 
. expreſs your thaakfulneſs 
to GOD for the benefits you 
enjoy by a due improvement 
of them : . As I know ve- 
ry many. of you do, who 
countenance that Piety 
which the men decry, 
and are the brighteſt 
Patterns of Religion _ 
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7 the Age affords; "tis my 
3 grief that all the reſt of our 
# Sex do. not imitate ſuch 1l- 


#F luſtrious Patterns,and there- 


2 fore I would have them en- 
2 creas'd and render'd more 
| conſpicuous, that Vice be- 
/ ing put out of countenance, 


(becauſe Vertue is the onl 
thing in faſhion) may ſnea 


Z out of the world, and it's 
3 darkneſs be diſpell'd by the 


confluence of ſo many ſhin- 
ing Graces. Some perhaps 


# will cry out that I teach 
| you falſe DoQtrrine ; for be- 
_ cauſe by their ſeductions, 


| ſomeamongſt us are become 


very mean and contempti- 
ble, [they would fain per- 
ſuade;the reſt to be as deſ- 

[| picable. 
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picable and fori:rn as they.. 5 
We are indce - oblig'd to Y 
them for their m»-22ement, } 
in endeavouring 7 inake us } 
ſo; who uſt all : 2 artifice 
they can tou ſpoil, ::1d deny 
us the. means 0! improve» 
ment. So that :n{tead of 
inquiring wny ail Women 
are not wii and good, we 
have rca{un to wonder that: 
there are any ſo. Were: } 
the men as much neglected, - 
and as little care taken to 
culrivate and improve them, . 
perhaps they wou'd be ſo 
tar from ſurpaſſing thoſe 
whom they now delpile, 
that they themſelves wou'd 
fiak into the greateſt ſtupt- 
dity and brutality. The 

4 prepoſt- 
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prepoſterous returns that 
3 the moſt ot them make, to 
2 all the care and pains that 
# is beſtow'd on them, ren- 
Z ders this! no uncharitable, 
2 nor impgobable ConjeQure. | 
2 One wou d therefore almoſt 
. think, that the wiſe diſpo- 
_ # ſer of all] things, foreſeeing 
7 how unjultly Women are 

+7 denied opportunities of im- 
2 provement from without, has 
"2 therefore by way of com- 
z penſation endow'd them 
7 with greater propenſions to 
3 Vertue, and a natural good- 
Z neſ6of Temper within,which 
2 ifduly manag'd, would raiſe 
: them*to the molt eminent - 
2 pitch of Heroick Vertue. 
2} Hither Ladies, I deſire you 
=  wou'd 
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wou'd aſpire, *tis a noble ? 
and becoming Ambition ; ! 
and to remove ſuch Obſta- 7 
cles as Iye in your way, is 7 
the delign of this Paper, Þ 
We will therefore enquire 3 
what it is that ſtops your ® 
flight, that keeps you gro- * 
veling here below, like Do 3 
mitian catching Flies, when ? 
you ſhould be baſied in ob» 7 
taining Empires ? P 
Whatever has been {aid 


by Men of more Wit than * 


Wiſdom, and perhaps of 
more malice than either, 


that Women are natural- ' 


ly Incapable of ating Pru- 
ently, or that they are 
neceflarily. determined to 
folly, I muſt by no means 

grant ? 


grant it 3; that Hypotheſis 
3 would render my endea- 
2 vours 1mpertinent, for then 
Z it would be in vain to ad- 
# viſe thejone, or endeavour 
=Z the Reformation of the 0- 
Z ther. - Beſides, there are 
: Examples in allAges, which 
2 ſufficiently confute the Ig- 
7 norance;and Malice of this 
7 Aſreertion. 


'; The ſJncapacity, if there 
7 be any,jis acquired not na- 
_ I - 

+ tural; {and none of their 
2 Follies .are ſo neceffary, but 
3 that they might avoid 
-Z them ifthey pleaſed them- 
+ ſelves. 5ome diſadvantages 
= indeed they labour under,8 


! what theſe are we ſhall ſee. 


; by and i by, and endeavour 
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are Capable of the beſt, 
Neither God nor Nature 
have excluded them from 
being Ornaments to their 
Families, and uſeful in 
their Generation; there is 
therefore no reaſon they 


ſhould be content to be 7 
Cyphers 1n ' the World, 


uſeleſs at the beſt, and in 
2 little time a burden and 


And *tis very great pity 


that they who are ſo apt to Þ 


over-rate themſelves in 
{maller matters, ſhou'd, 
where it moſt concerns 
| | chem 


C24)  N 
_ to ſurmount ; but Women # 
need not take up with mean ! 
things, ſince (if they are not 
wanting to themſelves) they # 


"A i } 
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nuiſance to all about them. 3 


; 
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them to! [RE and ftand 
2 upon their Value, be fo 
*Z inſenſible: of rheir own 
® worth. |: 

Z The Guſe therefore: of 

Z the defe£ s we labour un- | 
7 der, is, if not wholly, yet 
2 at leaſt in the firſt place, to 
3 be aſcribed to the miſtakes. 
2 of our Equcation ; ; which 
3 like an Error in the firſt | 
Z ConcoCtion, [preads its 1ll 

Z Influencethro? all eur Lives. 
4 The Soil is rich and 
2 would, if well cultivated, 

Z produce a noble Harveſt, 
7 if then tie Unskilful Ma- 
7 nagers Fort only permit, 
# but Baa noxious 
* Weeds, tho? we ſhall ſuf- 
3 fer by ' Neglect, yet 
I ET they 
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they ought not in juſtice 


to blame 'any but them- 2 


ſelves, if they reap the 
Fruit of their own Folly. 
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Women are from their ve-. 7 


S250 4 


ry Infancy debar'd thoſe 
Advantages, with the want 
of which, they are after» 
wards reproached, and nur» 


ſed up in thoſe Vices which : 


will hereafcer be upbraided 


to them. So partial are Þ 
Men as to expect Brick 3 
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where they afford no raw; Þ 
and ſo abundantly civil as ? 
to take care we ſhou'd make 7 
good that obliging Epithet *# 
of I2norant, which our ofan 7 


excels of good Manners, 
they are pleas'd to beftow 


oa us! 
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One weu'd be apt to 
think indeed, that Parents 
{hou'd tal'e all poſſible care 
of their Childrens Educati- 
| ly for their ſakes, 
ir their own. And 
the $on convey the 
Name to Poſterity, yet cer- 
tainly a great Part of the 
Honour of their Families de- 


pends on their Daughters, 


Tis the kindneſs of Educa- 
tion that binds our duty 
faſteſt on ns : For the be- 
ing inſtrimental to tle 
bringing vs into the world, 
is no matfer of choice, and 
therefore the leſs obliging = 
But to procure that we 


| may live wiſely and happi- 


ly ia it, and be capable of 
I C2 <endlels 
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endleſs Joys hereafter, is a 
benefit we can never ſuffi- 
ciently acknowledge. To 
introduce poor Children 1n- 
to the world, and negleCt to 
fence them againſtthe temp- 
tations of it, and fo leave 
them expos'd to tempo- 
ral and eternal Miſeries, is a 
wickedneſs, forwhich I want © 
a Name; 'tis beneath Bruta- % 
lity, the Beaſts are better : 
natur'd, for they take care 
of their |off-ſpring, till they 
are _ of caring for 
themſelves. And, if Mo- 
thers had a due regard to 
their Poſterity, how Gyear 
foever they are, they wou'd 
not thiak themſelves too 


Good to perform what Na- 
ure 
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cure requires, nor thro” Pride 
and Delicacy remit the poor 
little one [to the care of a 
Foſter Parent... Or, if ne- 
ceſſity 1nforce them to de- 
pute anozher to perform 
their Duty, they wou'd be 
as choice at leaſt 1n the Man- 
ners and; Inclinations, as 
they are in; the compleQions 
of their Nurſes, leaſt with 
their Mil; they transfuſe 
their Vice, and form in the 
Child ſuch evil habits as will 
not ealily; be eradicated. 
, a 
Nature as bad as it is,and 
as much a$ it is eomplain'd 
of, is ſo far improveable by 
the grace of GOD, upon our 
honeſt ahd hearty endea- 
vours, that if we are not 
i- C 3 wanting 
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C 30) 
wanting to our ſelves, we 
may all in ſome, tho not in 

an equal meaſure, be inſtru- 
ments of his Glory, Bleſ- 
fings to this world; and ca- 
pable of eternal Bleſſednelſs 
in that to come. But if our 
Nature is ſpoil'd, inſtead of 
being improv'd at firſt ; if 
from -our Infancy, we arc 


nurs'd up in Ignorance and. 


Vanity ; are taught to be 
Proud and Petulent, Deli- 
cate and Fantaſtick, Hu- 
morous and Inconſtant, *tis 
not ſtrange that the il} ef- 
fets of this Condu@Qt ap- 
pears in all the future Ati- 
ens of our Lives. And ſete- 
ing it is Ignorance,cither ha- 
bitual or aQtual, which is 
the 


tz) 


the cauſe of all ſin, how are 
Y they like to eſcape this, who 
FP E are bre uſ in tax? That 
| therefore 1vomen are unpro- 
2 ficable ra tholt, and a plague 
7 and diſhoyour to ſome men 
Z is not mugh ro be regretted 


&F on account of the Mey, . be- 


® cauſe *tis| the produtt of 
*# their owr. folly, in denying 
2X them the benefits of an.inge- 
Z nuous and liberal Educa- 
4 ion,the moſt effetual means 
F to dire& them into, and to 
2 ſecure their progreſs in the 
2 ways of Vertue. 
s For thar Ignorance 15 the 
# cauſe of. moſt Feminine Vi- 
2 ces may he inſtanc'd in thar 
; Pride ang. Vanity which is 
uſually i inputed ro us, and 
'C 4 - wan 
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which,I ſuppoſe,if through- 
ly fifted, will appear to h- 
ſome way or other, tne riſe 
and Original of all the reſt. 
Theſe, tho very bad Weeds, 
are the product of a good 


Soll ; they are nothing elſe * 
but Generoſity degenerated Þ 
and corrupted. A deſire to 8 


advance and perfeQ its Be- 
ing, is planted by GOD in 


cite them hereby to every 
worthy and becoming ACti- 


on ; for certainly, next to '? 
the Grace of SOD, nothing ' ? 
does fo powerfully reſtraia ? 


people from Evil, and (tir 


them up to Good, as a ge- ; - 
nerous Iemper. And there- 
fore to be ambitious of per- 


feftions 
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| all Rational Natures, to ex- * 
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fOiecs i no ul; : tho to 
aſſame the Glory of our Ex- 
cellencies 'to our ſelves, or to 
Glory in: ſuch as we really 
have not; are, And were 
Womens haughtineſs ex- 
prels'd it diſdaining to. do 
a mean and evil thing ; 
wou'd they pride themſelves 
in ſomewhat truly per- | ] 
feQtive ofa RationalNature, \ _Þ 
there were no hurt in it. of 
But then. they ought not to 
be denied the means of ex- 
amuning and judging what _ 
2 is ſo; they ſhould not be. 
2 impos'don with tialel ware. 
2 Ifby reafon of a falle Light, 
* or undue Medium, | they 
3 chuſe amis ; z. theirs 1s the 
lols, but the Crime is the 
2 CT. Des 
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Deceivers. She who right. 
- ty underſtands wherein 


the perfe&ion of her Na- 
ture conſiſts, will Jay out 
her Thoughts and: In- 
duſtry in the acquiſition 
of ſuch Perfections. But 
ſhe who 1s kept ignorant of 
the matter, will take up 
with ſach Objects as firit 
offer themſelves, and bear 
any plauſible reſemblance 
to what {he delires; a ſhew 
of advantage is ſufficient 
to render them agreeable 
baits , to her, who wants 
Judgment and skill to dif- 


cera between reality and 


pretence. From whence 
it eafily follows, that ſhe 


who has notlung elſe to 


value 
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value het : ag upon, will 
$ 2 proud ff her Beaury, or 
F Money, Mn Wat FAatcan.. 
# purchaſe 5, And think her gif 
mightily bblig's -- $0 HE, 

who tells jher ſhe has thoſe 
PertcRiois which ſhe natu-. 
rally long; for. Her imbred 
ſelf-eſteem), and deſire of 
good, which are degenera-. 
ted into (Pride, and miſta- 
Ken 0 Os will calily 0- 
p2n her Fars to whatever 
gogs abogt to nouriſh and 
delight them ; and when a. 
cunning ,defignng Enemy 
from - withour, has drawn 
Z overtohis Party theſe Tray-' 
= tors wirhin, te has the Poor 
? unhappy/Perſon ac his Mers 
Cy, wh now very glibly 
, ſwallows 


; 
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fwallows down his Poylon, . 
becauſe *ris preſented in a 

Golden Cup; and credu- 

louſly hearkens to the moſt 

diſadvantagious Propoſals, 
becauſe they come attended 
with a ſeeming eſteem. She 
whoſe Vanity makes her 
ſwallow praiſes by the 

whole ſale, without examin- 
ing whether ſhe deſerves 
them, or from what hand 4 
they come, will reckon it ': 
but gratitude to think well 23 
of him who values her ſo 


'f much ; and think ſhe muſt : 
[ needs be merciful to the : 

"We poor diſpairingLover whom 

# her Charms havereduc'dto 

. die at her feet. Love and 

3k Honour are what every 


ONCE 


Zone of us _— elteem ; 
Mihey are excellent things in. 
| hc$2hdny and. very. wor-- 
Fthy our regard ; and by — 
2 much the readier we are to. 
2X embrace: what ever reſems-- 
2X bles them, by ſo- much the: 
FX more dangzrous, it is that. 
X theſe verjrable Names. 
3 ſhould be! wretchedly a-. 
2X bus'd, and affixt to their: 
* dire contraries, yet this is. 
3X the Cultora of the World :: 
3 And how ;:an ſhe poſſibly 
YN detect theFfallacy, who has 
# no better Notion of either, 
3 but what {he derives from 
7 Plays and Romances? How 
# can ſhe be furniſhed with 
# any ſolid | Principles whoſe 
7 very Inſtruftors are a 
a 
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and emptineſs? Whereas E- 


Women were they rightly 


Educated, had they obtain'd 7 


a well inform'd anddiſcern- 3 

ing Mind, /they would be 8 

_ proof againſt all theſe Bat- ? 
teries, ſee through and ſcorn 8 


thoſe little filly Artifices E 


which are us'd to enſnare F 
and deceive them. Such an ? 
one would value her ſelf 7? 


only on her Vertue, and 


conſequently be moit cha- # 


ry of what ſhe eſteems 1o 
much. She would know, 


15 the true Comniendation, 
and the only thing that ex- 
alts her; the loudeſt Enco- 
miwums being not half ſo ſa- 


tisfattory, Þ 


Fee 
"aÞ 


that not what others ſay, * 
bur what ſhe herſelf does, : 
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FrisfaQory as; like calm and 
Bſecret Plaudix of her own 
ZMind; whigh moving on 
Wrrue Principſes of Honour 
B-0d Vertue,: wou'd not fatl 
# on a review of it {elf to anti» 


& gy ſhe ſhall 'one day hear. 
1 Whence i it but from 1g- 


derſtanding $ JO compare and 


= right end, e&proportion the 
Y mcans to the'end, and to rate 
2 cv'ry thing \ccording to its 
EZ vroper valug; that we quit 
F the Subftange for the Soak 
7 dow, Realty for Appea 


2 ance, and embrace thoſe Mo | 


7 ry things, which if we un- 
3 derftood,we ſhou'd hate and 
; | F fly ; 9 
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Y cipate that delightful Eulo- 


norance, {rot a want of un- 


i judge of chicgs, to chuſe a 
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to, merely becauſe they uf: * 


' temptible? Wou'd ſhe be ſo | 


fly, but now are reconcil'd 


urp theName, tho they have ? 
nothing of the Nature of W 
thoſe venerable Objects we ? 
defire and ſeek ? Were it not ? 
for this deluſion, is it proba. * 
ble a Lady who paſhionately 7 
deſires to be admir'd, ſhou'd Z 
ever conſent to ſuch ACtions ? 
as render her baſe and con- } 


abſurd as to think either to F# 
get love, or to keep it, by i 
thoſe methods which occaſi- 
on loathing,and conſequent- } 
ly end in hatred ? Wou'd ſhe 7? 
reckon it a piece of herGran- * 
deur, or hope to gain eſteem ** 
by ſuch exceſles as really lel- 
{cn her in. the eyes of all con- 
fiderate 
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fiderate o [kcion per- 


| ſons ? Wow'd ſhe be fo lilly 


as to look big;and think her 


| ſelf the better perſon, be- 
cauſe ſhe has Fe nore Mony to 
Jl 


beſtow profuſt:ly,orthegood 


3 luck'to have 2, more ingeni- 
2 ous Taylor or-Milliner than 


her Neighbour : ? Wou'd ſhe. 
who by the regard ſhe pays 
to Wit, ſeemFto make ſome 
pretences to if, undervalue 
her Judgment ſo much as to 
admit the Scur rility and pro- - 


| fane noiſy Nonicnle of men, 


whoſe Fore-heads are better 
than their Brains to paſs un- 


der that Character ? Wou mo, 


ſhe be fo weak as to imagine 


| | that a few airy Fancles, 


J joyn'd with great deal of 
Impu- 
3 
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Impudence (the right defi- 7 
nition of modern Wit) can ? 
beſpzak him a Man of ſenſe, 
who runs counter to all the 3 
ſenſe and reaſon that ever Z 
appear*d in the world ? than 3 
which nothing can. be an 
Argument of greater ihal- 
lowneſs, unleſs it be to res ? 
gard and efteem him for it. ? 
Wou'd a woman, if ſhe tru- ? 
ly underſtood her ſelf, be af- ? 
fected either with the praiſ- ? 
es or caltimnies of - thoſe * 
worthieſs perſons, whole 7 


Lives are a dire&t contradic- 


tion to Reaſon, a very fink 3 
of corruption; by whom * 


one wou'd bluſh to be com- 
mended, left they ſhou'd be 
miſtaken for Partners or 
| | Con- 


$ 43 
Connivers at their Crimes * 


Will ſhe who [has a jot of 
diſcerament think to ſatisfy 


her greedy deſire of Plea- 


ſure, with thoſe promiſing 


3 ſonhiog that have again & 


Zagain eluded her ? Or,will 
3 ſhe to obtain fach Bubbles, 
Yrun the riſque of forfeiting 


J Joys, infinitely ſatisfying 
: and eternal ? Jn ſum, did 


Ynot ignorance impoſe on us, 
YZ we would never laviſh out 
Fthe grezteſt part of our Time 
Zand Care, on the decoration 
Fof a Tenement, in which 
g_—_ Leaſe is ſo very ſhorr, 
*and which for: al] our induſt- 
Ty, may loſe it's Beauty e're. 
Frbar Leaſe be out, and in: 

qrbc mean while neglect 2 


more , 
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more glorious and durable | 
| Manſion ! We wou'd never | 
| be fo curious of the Houſe, ! 
and ſv careleſs of the Inha- q 
bitant, whoſe beauty is- ca- | 
pable of great improvement, | 
and will endure for ever} 
Wrhout diminution or des} 
Cay ! | 
Thus Ignorance and a nar! 
row Education,lay theFoun- | 
dation of Vice, and imita- | 
tion and cuſtom rear 1t up, * 
Cuſtom, that mercijaſs tor- Þ 
rent that carries all - oat | 
And which indeed can be 7 
ftem'd by none but ſuch-as Þ 
have a great deal of Pru- # 
dence and a rooted Vertue..” ; 
For *tis but Decorous that * 4 
ihe who is not capable of } 


giving 1 


giving better Rules, ſhou'd 
follow thoſe ſhe ſees before 
her, leſt ſhe only change the 
initance, and' retain the ab- 
{urdiry. "I'wou'd puzzle a 
conſiderate Perſon to ac- 
2 ccunt tor all] that Sin and 
EZ Folly that 1s:in the World, 
3 (which certainly has no- 
3 thing in it ſelf to recommend 
it,) did not Cuſtom help to 
ſolve the difficulty. For 
Vertue without queſtion 
A has on al] accounts the pre- 
2 eminertce of Y ice *tis abun- 
Ydantly more pleaſant in the. 
3 44, as wellias more advan- 
3 tagious in the conſequernces,as 
Z any one who will but right- 
>+ly uſe her rea{on,in a ſerious 
grefleQtion on er ſelf, and the 
3 | j nature 
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nature of things, may eaſily 
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perceive. 'Tis cuſtom there- | 
tore, that Tyrant Cuſtom, ; 
which is rhe grand motive 3 
to all thoſe irrational choices ? 
which we daily ſee madein 7? 
the World, fo very contrary 
to our preſext intereſt and '# 
pleaſure, as well as to our 
Future. We think it an un- X 
pardonable miſtake, not to ® 
do what others do round a» # 
bout us, and part with our # 
Peace and Pleaſure as well ! 
as our Innocence & Vertue, * 


_meerly in complyance with 


an unreaſonable Faſhion. : 
And having inur'd our ſelves # 
to Folly, we know not how ® 
to Quit it ; we go on in Vice, 
not becauſe we find fatis- 7 
| faction 9 


2 


2 and winninp 


T7305 


| faction i T4 it,but becauſe we 


are unacquainted with the 
Joys of Vertue. 

Aud to this the hurry and 
noiſe of the World, which 
does gener ally: fo buſy and 


'Y Pr! ngage U5,, 'that we bave 
1 


tcle time, and leſs inclina- 


| tion to tand fill and reflet 
| 0nN OUr OWN Minds. Thoſe 


imprtinent {| Amuſements 


which have "i d us, koe 


their hold ſo well, oy 


conſtantly blz about Ha 
Ears, that we cannot attend 
to the DiQates of our Rea- 
ſon, nor to the ſoft whiſpers. 
perſuaſives of 
the divine Spirit, by whoſe 
aſſiſtance were we diſpos'd 
to make uſe} of i it, we might 
ſhake 


pate, that nothing ſolid and | 
render our ſclves incapable | 3 


| themſelves become as light : 


bad people uſe to corrupt || 


ſhake off theſe Follies, and 
regain our Freedom. Bur þ 
alas! rv complete our mis # 
fortunes, by a continual ap-f 
lication to Vanity and Fol. ? 
y, we quite ſpl the con- | 3 
texture and frame of our ? 
Minds ; ſo looſen and 360 


ſubſtantial will ſtay in it. By 
an habitual inadvertency we : 


of any ſerious & improving 2 
thought, till our minds 


and frothy as thoſe top 
they are converſant abour. : 
To all which, it we further | 
add che great induſtry that * 


the good,and that unaccoun- ; 
table 3 


ah) 


| table backwardpeſs tha that ap* 
ears in too many per- 
[= to ſand _ and 
propagate the! Piety they 
J proteſs ; (ſo ſtrangely are 
4 © chings ranſpoſe:, that Ver- 
Frue puts on the bluſhes, 
© which belong to Vice, and 
- Vice inſults with theautho- 
Fed of: Vertue:! ) and we 
Y have a pretty fa! raccount of 
$ the Cauſes of our non-im- 
Fpcovement. « 
| Whena poor? Young La- 
I» is taught to value her 
Z(zlf on nothing but her 
and to think ſhe's. 
2 very fine when, well accou- 
Ztred. When he hears ſay, 
that *ris Wiſdor1 enough for 
Fher to know low to drelz 
4 1D her 


bi 
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(50 ) 
'her ſelf, that ſhe may be. | 
come amiable 'in his. eyes, | 
to whom it appertains to be | 
knowing and learned; who | | 
can blame her if ſhe lay our | 
her Induſtry and Money on | 
ſuch Accompliſhments, 26d | 
ſometimes extends it farther 5 
than her miſinformer deſires Þ 
ſhe ſhould ? When ſhe ſees | | 
the vain and the gay, ma» : 1 
king Parade in the World, ! 
and attended with ae 
_ Courtſhip and SOIOPAbION Þ 
of all about them, no WOIt | 
der that her tender Eyes are 
dazled with the Pageantry ; 
and wanting Judgment to / 
paſs a due Eſtimate qn them i 
and their Admirers, longs to . 


be ſuch a kine and celebra- 4 
ted * 


} L 
8] 
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2cd thing as they ! What 


tho? ſhe be ſometimes told 
of another World, ſhe has 
however a more livel per- 
ception of this,, and may 
well think, that'if her In- 


T firufors were | jn earneſt, 
# when they tell her of here- 
#fter, they wouli not be ſo 


bulied and concerned about 


3 what happens hore. She ts, 
4t may be, taught the Prin- 
ciples andDuties cf Religion, 


but not acquaintyd with the 
Reaſons and Grounds of 
them; being toldycis enough 
for her to believ to examin 


{ why, and wherefore be- 
= longs not to her. And 


2 therefore, though her Piety 
I may be tall and ſpreading, 


Dip ya 
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_ yet becauſe it wants founda- # 
tion and Root, the firit rude 
[Temptation overthrows and j 
blaſts it; or perhaps the | 
ſhort 'liv'd Gourd decays 7 
and withers of jts own ac- 
cord. But why ; ſhould the j 
be blamed for ſetting no 
great value on her Sou), } 
whoſe nobleſt Faculty, her 7 

Underſtanding is render'd ? 

_ uſeleſs to her? Or cenſur'd 
for relinquiſhing a courſe of * 
Life, whoſe Prerogatives ſhe 
was never acquainted with, ix 
and tho highly reaſonable in *? 

it ſelf, was put upon the em- $ 

. bracing it, with as little rea- '# 
fon as ſhe now forſakes it? * 
For if her Religion it ſelf, be 7 

taken up as the Mode of the 4 
Country 1 


_ Country, 
thinz that ſhe lays it down 
azain, in confor Wit ro the: 

' Faſhion, Wijzreas ſhe 

| whoſe Reaſon is ſuffer'd to 

J' diſplay it ſelf, to inquire 

into the grounds and Mo- 

| tives of Religion, to make a 

diſquiſition of its Graces,and 

ſearch out its hidden Beaus 


3 of Choice, not it; conformi- 
Y ty to thoſe: dbogt her 5 and 
cleaves to Piety,, cage? tis 
her Wiſdom, her Intereſt, 


3 b:en accultom' 
who is not only eminently. 
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"tis no ſtrange: 


ties ; who is a Ciriſtian out | 


her Joy, not becauſe ſhe has 
" toit; ſhe 


and unmoveabl; good, but 
able to give a Reaſon why ſhe . 


193 to. 


oe of 
27 HA 
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to be mov'd by the pitiful 

Allurements of ſin, too wiſe ; 
and too well bottam'd to be #3 
undermin'd and ſupplanted *# 
by the ſtrongeſt Efforts of *? 
Temptation. Doubtleſs a 3 
truly Chriſtian Life requires Þ 
a clear Underſtanding, as 8 
well as regular AﬀeCtions, 7? 
that both together may 
move the Will to a Jire# E 
choice of Good, and a fſted- 2? 
faſt adherence to it. For tho © 
the heart may be honeſt, it | 
1s but by chance that the v | 
Will is right, if the Under- 
ſtanding be ignorant and ? 
Cloudy. And whats the rea- L. 
ſon that we ſometimes un- © 
happily ſee perſons falling 
off from their Piety, but I 
becauſe # 


ſure ground :. 


14"'$% 


| becauſe *rwas their AﬀeRti- 


ons, not their! Judgment, 
that inclin'd them to be Re- 
ligious? Reaſon and Truth 
are firm and immutable, ſhe- 
who bottoms on them is on 
Humour and 
Inclination are fandy Foun- 


dations; and [ſhe who is 


ſway'd- 'by- her- AﬀeQions: 


mow e than by herJudgment, 


owes the happinels. of her 


Soul in a /jzreat mea- 


ſure to . the, temper of 
her Body ; he* Piety may 
perhaps blaze;higher, but 
will not laſt ſ long. For 
the AﬀeQions, are various 


L AER 


* end changeable, mov'd by e- 
2 *-very Object, 


and the laſt 
comer eaſily uridoes whate- 
— 4 ver. 


EL 
ver its Pccdeceſſor had done | 
7 before it, - Such Perſons are Z 
" always in extreams they | 
l are either violently good, or 3 
quite cold and indifferent 42 
perpetual trouble to them- 73 
ſelves & others, by indecent F 
Raptures, or Langella Py 
Scruples ; there ts no Beauty 
and order in their lives, NF 
all is rapid and unacocunta» 3 
ble; they are now very # 
furious inſucha courſe, but 3 
they cannot well tel] why, $ 
& anon 2s Violent in the ? 
other extream. Having more © 
Fleat than Liz, their Zeal 
out runs their knowledge 
and inſtead of re reſentiny 
 Piety as it is in it (elf, the 
moſt lovely and inviting 
thing 
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thing imaginable, they 'ex- 
pole it to rhe contempt and 
ridicule of 'xhe cenlorious 
World. Their Devotion 
being ricketed, ſtarv'd and 


"2 contraCtetl ig tore of it's vi- 
2Z tal parts, and diſproportion- 


*X ed and over- grown in leſs 
= material inſtances ; whilſt 
one Duty is over done, tO 
commute for - the negle&t of 
another, and the miſtaken 
Perſon think) the being of+ 
ten on her kn) njees, attones for 
all rhe miſcarriages of her 
Copyerſation : : Not conli- 
2 dering that 'tis in vain to 
# Petition for; thoſe Graces 
* which we fake no care to 
2 Practice,anda mockery to a- 
2+ dore thoſe *Pertections we 
| *F.D 5 rut 


and all his imitable excellen- 


cies, as is conſiſtent with the- 3 


imperfeQion. of a Creature. 


And now having diſcove-. 


red the Diſeaſe and its cauſe, 


cis proper to apply a Reme-. *? 


dy ; ſingle Medicines are too 


weak to cure ſuch compli- 


cated Diſtempers,. they re- 


quire a full Diſpenſatory ; 
and what wou'd a good wo- 
| - _ man. 


d | 
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run counter to: and that ? 
the true end of all our Pray. 
ers and external Obſervan- XZ 
ces, is to work our minds in- '} 
to a truly Chriſtian temper, 7? 
to obtain for us the Empire 7 
of our Paſſions,and to reduce 7 
all irregular Inclinations, 3 
that ſo we may be as like * 
GOD 1n Purity, Charity, Z 
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man refuſe < do, could ſhe 
hope by that to advantage 
the greateſt; part of the 
world, and improve her Sex 
in Knowledge and true Re- 
Fart ? I doubt not Ladies, 

# but that the Age, as bad as 

1 it Is, affords very many of 

FX you who will readily em- 

2 brace whatever has a true 

| " Hiokrr Sins tothe Glory of 

3 GOD, and your mutual E- 

| | dification, 19;revive the an- 

b | tient Spirit of Piety in the 
E World, and to tran{mir it to 
Ying Generations. 4 
# know there are many of you 

F who ſo ardently love GOD, 

# astothinkno T1 me t00 much 

2 to ſpend in his ſervice, nor 

2 any ey £00: difficult to - 

b: or 


7 
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for his ſake; and bear ſuch # 
a hearty good-will to your Þ 
Neighbours,as to grudge no | 
Prayers or Pains to reclaim * 
and improve them. I have Þ 
therefore no more to do,but | 
to make the Propofal,. ro 
prove that it will anſwer 
theſe great and good Ends, % 
and then "twill be eaſy to Þ 
obviate the Obje&tions that X 
Perſons of more. Wit than # 
Vertue may happen to raiſe # 
againit it. | ” 
Now as to the Propoſal,it 7 

is to erect a. Monaſtry, or it 7 
you will/to avoid giving ob '* 
fence to the ſcrupulous and 7? 
injudiciots, by names which * 
tho innocent in themſelves, 
have been abus'd by ſuper: 
now? 


+. 
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2 fiitious Prattiges.) we will 


call it a-Relrzgrmmu Retirement, 
and ſuch as {hjll have a dou- 
ble aſpe&t, bging not only a 
Retreat fromethe World for 
thoſe who defire.that.advan- 
tage ; but likewiſe, an inſti- 
tution and previous diſcip- 
line, to fit us fo do the. great- 
eſt good in it; ſuch an inſti- 
tution as this (it I :donot 
mightily degeive.my felf,) 
'would be the moſt probable 
method to.amend the pre- 
ſent,and improve the future 
Age. For|here, thoſe who 
are conving'd of the empti- 
neſs of earthly Enjoyments, 
who are ſick of the vanity 
of the world, andits imper- 
tinencies, 'may find 'more 
"N= os 


nyt; 6 9 


c__ 


7s BY w_ ; bong” 

on © WF . 4 

: paapmnynonun mtg wma rnrs 715 90  £% S + ONS RP FAIR <-———ayn 4-4 Biggie 
s R 2 4; EE EPR IIS. ke, rs ie. en en 
EE Fogerty OS _ __ =_ —_— ==" 
————_ 5 7 A FE . , 

4 OR "hs DE Bdp as 25 at” 

_—_— Wer OI iy 58 6 

Fo. -- PAGE - - x . 

- : . —_ - _ 


- 4 4 
” C Poo be. - Df 
2 x SETS ES py 
Mad Ws MH ge 0 
die 4x = Ys Fd og 
_ « 
Men ond ORE COR. ave 3s, 


RB Sormcera Flere =t- lh OR oe T2 S; EE I ER Eo it 
- AETETY TT WETE IE ME Dent s * 
F ES Z 


fubſtantial and ſatisfyingen. 2 
tertainments, and need not # 
be conkfin'd to what they 2 
juſtly loath., Thoſe who are ® 
deſirous to know and forrify, 


*% 6 
"ee." 4 


their weak ſide,firit do good Þ 
to themſelves, that hereafter 


they may be capable of do» 
ing more good to others ; or * 
for their greater ſecurity are, Þ 
willing to avoid temptation, 7} 
may get our of that danger 2} 
which a continual ſtay in 4 
view of the Enemy, and the 7? 
fanuliarity and unwearied 
application of rhe Temptatt- 
on may expole them to; and 
_ gain an. opportunity to look 
into themſelves, to be ac- 
quainted at home, and no 
longer the greateſt ttrangers 
| ro 


C63) 
2F totheir own hearts. Such 
& as are willing in a more pe- 
3X culiar and undiſturb'd man- 
BF ner, to attend rhe great bu- 

\ Þ$ ſinels. they came 1nto the 
F world about, the 4ervice of 
22 GOD, and impr ovement of, 
Z their own Minds, may find 
2 Aa convenient and Dliſkfat re- 

Þ ceſs from the: noiſe and hur- | 
23 ry ofthe world. A world | 
23 to cumberſon;,. ſo infeQi- 
3 ous, that altho* thro? the 

grace of GOD, and. their 
Z own ſtrict-;watchfulneſs, 
2 they are keptrfrom ſinking 
= down into its corruptions, . 
"twill howeyer damp' their 
flight to heav/n,hinder them 
from attaining any eminent 
pitch of Youre 
[ You 
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You are therefore Eadies, 


invited into a place,. where 


you ſha!l ſuffer no other con- 3 
finement, but to be kept out 3 
of the road of ſin : You ſhall 2 


try of che world, empty Ti. 


tles and Forms of State, for - 


the true and\{olid Greatnels 


of beinz able, to.diſpiſe them. 


You wi'l only quit the Chat 
of in{ignifcant people, for an 
1agenious Converſation; the 
froth of flaſhy wit for real 
wiſdomzidle tales for inſtruc 
tive diſcourſes. The deceitful 


 Hlatteries of thoſe who un- 


der pretence of Joving and 
admiring you, really ſerved 
+-their 


- =< 
rd 
Ig 


not be depriv'd. of your 3 


grandeur,but only exchange 2 
the vainPoinps and Pagean- 3 


- 2 
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, IJ their ow# baſe ends, for the 


jeafonable  Reproofs and ' 
whojſom Counſels of your 


TY hearty well-wiſhers and af- 


4 » RT ", 
fectionare Frignds ; which 
wall procure: you thoſe per- 
tettiens your feigned lovers 


' 'F pretended youthad,and kept 


you from obtaining. No 


' F vnealy task willi be enjoyn'd 
F you, all your! labour being 
F only to prepare for the high- 


F clt degrees 'of that Glory, 
2 the very loweit of whuch, 
2 is more than at preſent you 
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F 2re able ro! Conceive, and 


the p:ofp &Q; of it ſuffici- 


Þ cnt ro out-weigh all the _ 
2 PFainsof Religion, were there | 


Þ any in it, as really there iS 


2 none. All thay is requir'd of 


You.” 

Ld 

: | 
Þ1 
F 
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"© 
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' vin&d, you cou'd never | 


 dorn your Souls, with ſuch 3 
_ tempers and diſpoſitions, as ! 


one day hope to-be. 1n 4 2 


( 66 ) ; 
you, -is only to be as happy 
as poſſibly you can,. and to? 
make ſure of a Felicity that? 
will fill all the capacities of 3 
your Souls ! A happineh, * 
which when once you have ? 
taſted, you'l be fully con- 2? 


too much to obtain it ; nx 2 
be too. ſolicitous to- a ? 


will at preſent make you in ? 
{ome meaſure ſuch holy and } 
Heavenly Creatures, as you 3 


more perfect manner ; with 2? 
out” which ' Qualifications 2 
you can neither reaſonably 7 
expetF, nor are capable of en- © 
30ying the Happineſs of bs 

| lie 


Life to come, þ "HW Re- 
treat !| which will be the in- 
troducing you#into ſuch a 
Paradiſe as y£ur Mother 
Eve torfeited,}; where you 
ſhall feaſt on Paſures, that 
do not, like thoſe of the 
World, diſapphint your CX- 
I peQations, pall your Appe- 
FF tites, and by, the diſgutt 
a 7} they give you, ut you on 
2 the truitleſs ! earch after 
Z new Delights, which when 
7 obtaind are ag empty as the 
Z former ; but;//{uch as wall 
J make you truly | 3aPPV now, 
FF. prepare. you to be per- 
We ſo hereaſter. Here are 
2 no Serpents; to deceive you, 
2 whilſt you entertain your | 
{elves 1 in theſe, delicious Gar- 
dens. _ 


<p REELS 


"iO 
WS Sea) my © 


8) 
dens. No Provccations are.! 
given 1n this Amicable $3. 8 
ciety, but to Love and to ? 
good Works, which will af- 2 


ford ſuch an entertaining 
employment,that you'l have 3 


as little inclination as kei- ? 


ſare to purſue thoſe Follies ? 


which in che time of your I 


Ignorance paſs'd with you 
under the nanie of love ; al 7? 
tho' there. is not in nature * 
two more ditterent_ things, * 
than zrue Love,and that brw 7 
tiſh Paſſion which pretends 7 
. to ape it, Here will be no 


| Rivalling but for the love 3 


of GOD, no ambition but 2 
to procure his Favour, to 3 
winch nothing will more ? 


effcCtually recommend- you, 
tian 
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[59] 
thana great andidear affeQti- 
on ro each othex, Envy,that 


) ? Canker, will [not here di- 


Z eſteeming no Grandeur like 
Z being conforfaable to the 
meek and humble JESUS. - 
So that you ofly withdraw 
3 from the noiſ. and trouble, 
; li "> ne 
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the folly and temptation of ! 
the world, that you may | 
more peaceably enjoy your ! 
ſelves, and all the innocent } 
Pleaſures it is able to afford ? 
you, and particularly that / 


er ab WY " "IEF —_— 


which is worth all the reſt, 'F 


a noble, Vertuous and Difin- ': 
tereſs'd Friendſhip. And to ! 
compleat all that acme of de- ! 
light which the devour Se- ? 
raphic Soul enjoys, when 
dead to the World, ſhe de- © 
votes her {elf entirely to the 2 
contemplation and fruition 2? 
of her Beloved ; when have 7? 
ing diſengag'd her felf from F 
all thoſe Lets which hin- 
dred her from without, ſhe 
moves in a dire& and vigo- 
rous motion towards her 
true 7 


F 
; | 
i 
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(71 ) 
true and only Gogd, whom, 
now ſhe embraces and ac- 
quieſces in, with ſuch an 
unſpeakable pleature, aF* is 
only intelligibley! to them 
who have tried /and felt it, 
JF which we can ng more de- 


\ 
\ 


[F ſcribe tothe dark and ſenſu- 
3 al part of Mankigd,than we 
3 can the beauty of Colours, 
Yand harmony of:Sounds, to 
3 the Blind and Deaf. In fine, 
the place to which you are 
invited will be a Type 
and Antipaſt- of Heav'n, 
where your Employment 
will be.as theres, to magni» 
fy GOD, and to love one a- 

nother,and to communicate ' 

I that uſeful kyomledge, which | 
43 by the due improvement of 
=. 0! - - your 
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your time in Study andCon- | 
templation you will obtain; | 
and which when obtaia'd, | 
will afford you a much | 
ſweeter and durable delight, | 


than all thoſe pitiful diverſi. | 
ons, thoſe revellings and a- | 


muſements,which'n now thro | 
your ignorance of better,ap. 3 


pear the only grateful and | 


reliſhing Entertainments. 


But becauſe we were not 2 


made for our ſelves, nor can * 

by any means ſo il 
glorify GOD, and do good þ 
to our own Souls, as by do. | 
ing Offices of Charity and | 
Beneficence to others; and; 


to the intent, that every Ver- * 


tue, and the higheſt degren 


erCis a 


| 


ju i 


£rcis'd & promoted the moſt 
that may be ; your Retreat 
ſhall be ſo manag? d as not to 
exclude the good|\|Works of 
an Ave, from the pleaſure 
and ſerenity of a cop templative 
Life, but by a due mixture of 
both, retain all the advanta- 
ges, and avoid the inconve- 
niencies that attend cither. Ic 
4 ſhall not ſo cur you off from 
2 the world, as to hinder you 
IJ from betcering ayd improv- 
I ing it; but cather qualify you 
to do it the grejiteſt Good, 
Y and be a Seminaty to ſtock 
3 the Kingdom with piousand 
3 prudent Ladies ; whoſe good 
RY Example it 1s tg be hop'd, 
will ſo influence} the rel of 


their Sex, that Women may 
| JF a0 longer paſs for thoſe little 


uſeleſ 


gen” ho ARE TD 
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uſeleſs and impertinent Ani 
-mals, which the 111 condua i 
of too many,has cans'd them | 
£0 be miſtaken tor. ' | 
We havc tutherto confi | | 
der'd our Ketirement only in| 
relation to Religion, which! 
i5-indeed-its 1am, I may ſay |! 
4tS o»ly deſign; nor can this) 
be thought too contraQting| 
a word, lince Religion i 15 the? 
. adequate buſineſs of our lives 3 
and largely -conſider'd, taks! 
1n-all we have todo; norhing( 
being a fit employment fora} 
rational Creature, which hs 
not either a djret? or ren! 
a6 to this great and os: 
tend. But becauſe, as w:; 
ave all along obſerv'd, Reli# 
gion never appears in it $ tru 
uty, but when it is ac? 


com panicl 
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(75) 
BY companied witly : 
A and Diſcretion ; ! and that © 
without a good Ynderftand- 
I ing, we can fſcarge be zrah, 
17 but! never eminently Good ; 
[F being liable to a thouſand” 
13 {cductions and miſtakes ; for 
J cven the men themſelves, if 
JF they have not a jeompetent 
2 degreeof Knowledge, they 
g are carried about with every. 
wind of owrpry hdr roof 
one great end of this inftitu«* 
tion, ſhall be ro expel that 
cloud of Igriorance, which 
cultom has involy'd.us in, to 
furniſh our mifds with a 
ſtock of ſolid jand uſeful 
Knowledge, that the Souls 
of women'may no longer be 
the only unadorn'd and neg- 
leed things. ' Tt is not m- 

I E 2} tended 
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BY 
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Ci 36D 
teaded that our Religious 
ſhou'd waſte their. time, and 
trouble their fs pong about 


ſuch unconcerning matters, - | 


as the vogue of the world has 
turn'd up for Learning ; the 
impertinency : of wiuch has 
been excellently expos'd by 
inks i buſy themſelves in a 
Han.Life. ſerious enquiry after 


axceſſary and perfettive truths; } 


iomething which it concerns 


them to know, and which 
tends to their real intereſt Þ} 
and perfection, and what | 
that 1s, the excellent Authct Þ 
juit now mention'd, will ſuf- 
ficiently inform them, ſuch a 
courſe of Study will neither 5 
be too troubleſome nor out of # 


the reach ofa Female Virtu- 


an ingenious Pen,but } 
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ofo; for it is not intended ſhe 
ſhou'd ſpend her hours in 
learning words bye things, and 
BM. ther efore no more Languag- 
F <s than are neceſſary to ac- 
F quaint her with uſeful Au-_ 
| thors Nor need ſhe trouble 


her ſelf in turning over a 
huge number of! Books, but 
rake care to underſtand and 
digeſt a few well-choſen and 
good ones. Let her but ob- 
tain right Ideaszand be truly 
acquainred witl the nature 
3 of thoſe bjets that preſent 
3 themſelves to het mind, and 
then no matter whether or 
no ſhe be able/to tell what 
fanciful peoplg have ſaid a- 
bout them: And thronghly 
to underſtand Chriſtianmyas 
ds by the Church. of 
E 3 i Englang; 
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England, will be ſufficient to) 


confirm her in the truth, tho 
the have not a Catalogue of 
. thoſe particular errors which 
oppole tt. Indeed a Learn: | 
ed Education of the Women | 
will appear ſo unfaſhionable, | 
that I began to ſtartle at the |: 
ſingularity of the propoſiti- ' 
' on,but was extreamly pleas'd 


when I found a late ingeni- 
ous Author (whoſe Book 1 
met with ſince the writing of 


this) agree with me in my } 
Opinion. For ſpeaking of the ? 


Repute that Learning was 


in about 150 'Y 
AMfr.MlWoiltons Ref.eft, years ago : I; q 


on Ant, and Mad, 


Ltarn, Po 349, 35s was ſo very 220+ 3 | 

K ailh (lays he) ? 
Seve that Greek axd Latin ad- 7 

ded 
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Fl 4d to their Charms: and Pla-- 
: to aud Aritltotle  nntranſlated, 
i were frequent Ornaments of 
Y their Cl:/ers, One 'won'd think 
A 0» the effects, that it was a pro-- 
per way of Educating them, ſuzce 
there are 20 accounts in Hiftory 
Jt of /o many great Women in any 
'Y one Age, as are tobe found be- 
Y zneep. the years 15 and 1600. 
For, ſince GOD has given 
Women as well as Mea in-- 
relligent Souls, why ſhould 
they be forbiddenjto improve 
them ? Since hg has not de- 
Y nied us the faculty of Think- 
3 ing, why ſhou'd we not (at 
3 lcalt in graticude/to him/em- 


, 


ploy our [Thoughts on him- 
telf, their nobleſt Object, 
and not unworthily beſtow 
them on TFrifles! andGaittes 


E 4; and 
+. 
$4 
7, « 
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( Bo ) 
and ſecular Aﬀairs? Being | 
the Soul was created for the ! 
contemplation of Truth, a # 
well as for the fruition of | 
Good, is it not as cruel and | 
unjuſt to preclude Women | 
Fm the knowledge of the | 
one, as well as from the en- |? 
joyment of the other ?_ Eſpe- | 1 
cially fince the Will is blind, ? 
and cannot chuſe but by the 1 
direCtion of the Underſtand- ? 
ing ; or to ſpeak more pro- # 
perly, ſince the Soul always }} 
Wills according as ſheUnaer- 

ſtands, 1o that, if ſhe Under: | 
ſtands amils the Wilts amils: 3 
And as Exerciſe enlarges and 
exalts any Faculty, fo thro' ? 
want of uling, it becomes 2 
crampt and leſſened ; if we 
make. little or no ule 'of our 3 
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Underftandings,, iwe ſhall | 
ſhortly have noneitouſe ; and 
the more coatracted, and uns» 
cinploy'd the 6&eliberating 
and direQtive Poyer is, the 
more liable is thezeleCtive to 

unworthy and miſchievous 
options. What is it but the 
want of an ingenipus Educa- 
tion that rendersthe genera- | 
lity of Feminine Eonverſati- 
ons {o infipid and:fooliſh,and 
thcir ſolitude ſo jn/upportable? 
Learning is therefore neceſſa- 
ryto render themimore agree- 
able and uſetul 1h company, 
and to furniſh them with be-. 
coming entertainmenrswhen 
alone, that lo chey may not 
be driven to thoſe miterable 
ſhifts, which toojmany make 
uſe of to put off their: time, 
E 5 that. 
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that precious Talent that n:- Þ 
ver lies on the hands of a ju- Þ 
dicious Perſon. And fince Þ 
our Happineſs in the next Þ 
world depends ſo far oa thok Þ 
diſpoſitions which we carry 
along with us out of this, that Þ 
without a right habitude and Þ 
temper of mind, we are not Þ 
capable of Felicity ; and ſee- Þ 
ing our Beatitude confilts in | 
the contemplation of the di | 
vine Fruth and Beauty, as 
well as in the fruitioa of | 
his Goodneſs, can Ignorance | 
be a fic preparative tor Hea- | 
ven? 'Is't likely that ſhe} 
whoſe Underſtanding ha | 
been buſied about nothing | 
but froth and trifles, ſhou'd } 
| be capable of delighting her | 
 kelf 18 noble and ſublime 

Truxys? 


95 Wea ESI; x TT 


hy ag En gi... 


Truths? Let|ſuch therefore 
as deny us the improvement 


of our Iatelle&tuals, eicher 
take up his Paradox, who, 
ſaid, That Women. have no 


Souls; which| at this tume a 
day, when they are allow'd. 
to Brutes, wou'd be as un- 
philoſophical, as it is unman- 
nerly ; or elſe let rhem per- 
mit us to cyzltivate and im- 
prove them, * There isa fort 
of Learning indeed which is 


worle than the greatelt Igao- _ 


rance : A wgman may ſtudy 
Plays and Romances all her 
days, & be a.great deal more 
knowing, but never a jot the 
wiſer. Such a Knowledge 
as this ſerves only ro infiruQt 
and put her;,forward in the 
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lies ; yet how can they juſt-* Þ 


ly blame her, who forbid, or 


at leaſt, won't atford oppor- Þ 
tunity of better? A rational | 
mind w:l! be employ'dit will 
never be ſatisfy'd in doing 
nothing ; and if you neglect 
co furniſh it with good mate- 
rials,'tis like to take up with 
{uch as come to hand. 
 Wepretend not that Wo- 
men ſhou'd teach in the 
Church, or uſurp Authority 
where it is not allow'd them; 
pernut us only to underſtand 
our owa2 duty, and not be 
forc'd to take it upon truſt 
from others : to be ar leaſt ſo 
far learned, as to be able to 
form in our minds a true Idea 
of Chriſtianity, it being fo 
very neceflary to fence us a- 
o2inlt 


SO ES Yes LOT OI FT TS IN IS 4 SET DE 25 Che  Lobtfh\ 
AR es ESE AS A IE LT ee CRIME 


Ms es 


1-5-0 LY 8 
SS A EE RE en ONS REONE 


| ct J 5 ) 
rainlt the danger of theſe /aſt 


and perilous days, 1n which 
Deceivers, a part of whoſe 


Charaer is 15, $0 /ead captive 


fulyomen, necd not creep into 


Hoſes, ſince they have Au- 
tizority to proglaim their Er- 
rors on the Houſe top. And 
[ct us allo acquyre a true Prac- 
tical Knowiedge,fuch as will 
convince us of the abſolute 


neceffiry of Holy Living, as. 


well as of Rizh + Beljewing,and 


tat no. Herel) 15S more dan- 


gerous, rhan'that of an un- 
godly and wicked Life. And 


lince the French Tonzue 1s-Un- 


derſtood by moſt Ladies,me- 
thinks they mxy much better 
improve it by the ſtudy of 
Philoſophy - tas I __ the 
& hee: Ladies do.) Des Cartes, 


; M. 7 Lee, 
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Malebranch, and orliers, than 
| by reading ite Neowels and 


Romances. 'T5 ſtrange we 
ſhou'd be ſo tor vard to 1mMi- 


tate their Paſhions and Fop- Þ 


peries, anc have nou regard ro 
what is truly 10itable 1n 
them ! And why ſhall it not 
be thought as gentecl, LO Uthe 
der; tand French Philof- P17, As 


to be accoutred 1n 4a Fren 3 


Mede ? Let therefore the fa- 
mous Madam DD aczer, e&c.and 
our own incoinparable Oriz- 
da, excitc the Emulation of 
the Engliſh Ladies. 

The Ladies, I'm {ure,have 


No reaion to diſlike this Pro= 


polal. vur I know not how 


| the Nien will reſent it, to 


have their encloſure broke 


down, and Women invited 
2p 
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to taſt of that Tree of Know- 
I:dgethey have ſolong unjuſt- 
ly :onop9liz'd.\But they mult. 


excuſe me, if T be as partial 


s 


to.my own SeX as they are to. 


theirs, and think Women as 
capable of Learning as Men: 


are,and that 1t becomes them 


as well. For! T cannot ima- 
gine wherein:the hurt lyes,if 
inſtead of daing miſchief to 
one another, iby an unchari- 
table and vain, Converſation, 
women be erabled toinform 


and inftruithoſe of their 


own Sex at leaſt ; the Holy 
Ghoſt having left it on re- 
cord, that Pryſcilla as well as 
her Husband! catechis'd the 


cloqueat 4polbs,and the great - 


Apoſtle found no. faulr 


with her. Is will therefore: 
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' be very proper for our Ladies 
to ſpend part of their time in 
this Retirement, in adorning 
their minds with uſeful 
' Knowledge. 

To enter into the detail 'of 
the particulars concerning 
the Government of the Rel 
Lions, their, Offices of Devo- 

tion, Employments, Work, 
&c. is not now neceſſary, 
Suffice it at preſent to figni- 
ty, that they will be more 
tian ordinarily caretul to re- 
deem their time,ſpending no 
more 04 it on the Body than 
'the neceſſities of Nature re- 
quire, but by a judicious 
choice of their Employment, 
and a conſtant indultry about 
it, {o improve this invaluable 
Treaſure, that it may nei- 
- ther 
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ther be buried i in litemR gor 
Javiſh'd our ifj unprofitable 
coticerns. Fora ſtated por- 
tion of it beingddaily paid ro 


GOD in Prayers and Praiſes, 


the reſt ſhall b4 employ'd in 
innocent, clarizable,and uſe- 
fui Buſineſs ; cher 1 Th itudy 
(in learning themſelves, or 10> 
{iructing others ; for it is de- 
fign'd that part of their Em- 
ploy ment be the Education 
of thoſe of thgir own Sex) 
or elſe in ſpirityal and corpo- 
ral Works of Vercy, relicv- 
ing thePoor,h« aling the Sick, 


mingling Chazi ity to the Soul. 


with that the!/ expreſs ro the 
Body, inſtrufting che Igno- 
rant, counſcilthg rhe Doubt- 
tul, comforting the A MAiQed, 


| and correQting thoſe that err 


and do amifs.7 And 


in ; 
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And as it will be the buf 
neſs of their hves, their micat 
and drink to k-ov and as the 
Wil of their heavenly Fa- 
| ther, ſo will they pay a {tri 
conformity to ail rhePrecepts 
of their holy Mother the 
Church, whoſe ſacred Injunc- 
tions are too much negleQ- 
<d, even by thoſe who pre: 
tend the greateſt zeal for her. 
For, beſides the daily perfor- 
| mance of rhe Publick Offices 
after the Cathedral manner, 
ia the molt atteCting and ele- 
vating way, the celebration 
of the Holy Euchariſt every 
Lords Day and Holyday, and 
a.courle of ſolid in{truQive 
Preaching and Catechizing ; 
our Religious, conſidering 
that the holy JESUS PROS 
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ally obſerv'd the innocent 
uſages -of the Jewiſh Church ; 
and tho in mFny inttances 


4 


the reaſoz of the Command 


ceas'das to hin;zyet he wou'd 
obey the /etter; to avoid giv- 


ing offence, and to ſet us an, 


admirable patgern of Obedi- 
ence ; therefofe, tho”. it may 


be thought ſuch pious Souls 


| have little occaſion for the 


ſeverities of faſting and mor- 
tification ; yet, they wall 
confider it as & ſpecial part of 
their Duty, carefully to ob- 
ſerve all thes Faſts of the 
Church, v:z. g Lent, Ember, 
and Rogation-&ays, Fridays and 
Vizits ; times © little heeded 


by the moſt, that one wou'd. 

{carce believe:them {ct aparc 
Gr, = wy, s | . 

for Religious Purpoſes, did. - 
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we not find them in the an 

tiquatzd Rubricks. And 

their Pevotion will be regu. 
lar, fo ſhall jt likewiſe be io-W 
I and ſubtantial. They will 
not rei 10 the mere out-hd&:| 
of Duty, nor fancy tne per {þ 
formance of their Faſts and} 
Oitices wil: procure them l+ 
cenſe to 1inuige a darling 
Vice. But having long ſince 
laid the Ax to the root of fin, 
and deſtroy'd the whole bo- 
dy of it, they will look upon 
theſe holy times of recolleQi- 
on 2n.J extraordinary Devo- 
tion (without which Faſting 
ſignifies little) as excellent 
means to keep it down, and 
to pluck up every the lealt 
Fibre that may happen to r& þ 
main in them. But we 1n- 
trend | 
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Ef ftriatly enjoyn all pious and 


n Þ profitable Empioyments, fo 


; does 1t not only permit but 


| 


Knder Conſtituti 
ing that our [ord has taught 
tus, that Mercy to be pre- 
Wer 24 before Sagrifice,, : and 
iy Bodily Exexciſe profit- 


oy. 


:nd not by Fd to impoſe 
1ny intolerable | burden 'on 


th but a little, the chief bu- 


| Lack being to Cbtain a _di- 


vine and God- like termper of 
c&F {Mind. re 
n, { And as this inſtitution wall 


recommend hartnleſs and in- 
genious Diverſj 20S, Mulick 
particularly, ang ſuch as may 
refreſh che Body, without c- 


nervating the mind. They 


1 do a dillervice to Religion | 


! who make 1 it arfenemy tO in- 


"| nocent | 
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nocent Nature,and injure the 
Almighty when they repre- 
| ſent him as impoling burdens 
that are not to be born. Nej- 
ther GOD norWiſe mea will 
like us the better, for an af- 
feed ſeverity and waſpiſh 
ſourneſs. Nature and Grace 
will never diſagree, provided F 
we miſtake not the one, nor Þ 
indulge - the petulency of Þ 
the other; there being no Þ 
Diſplacencies. in Religon, Þ 
but what we our ſelves þ 
have | unhappily made, þ 
For true Piety 15 the molt 
{weet and engaging thing Þ 
'1maginable, as it is moſt ob- Þ 
heing to others, ſo moſt ea- 
tie to our ſelves. ?Tis in 
truth the higheſt Fpicariſm, | 
- exalting our Pleaſures by re- | 
| fining | 
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| ning them; Leeping our 


-pc/ites in that due regu- 


ney which not 'only Grace, 


11; £94, 1 Nature and Reaſon 
remire, in the breach of 
W; Ch, Þ Fay” theye may be a 
tranport, © je can be no 
tru: and (bit; :\F1al delight. 

7 AS tO Loagiy . Habit and 
Diet, rhey may be quickly 
felolv'd on by theLadics who 
ſhall ſu>ſcribe 3, who I doubr 
not w:Wl make choice of what 
1s molt plainy and decent, 
Wilt Narureg not Luxury 
requires. And; ſince neither 
Mear nor Clozths commend 
us unto GOD;'they'l content 

tzemſe]ves with ſuch things 
as are tit and convenient, 


! without occaſfic 001Ng ſcruple 


to themſelves; or giving any 


$4 trOu- 


d 4-4-1 
Þ ; 


* : ; ſ $ 2 LAS 
FS ? : WER y 
: / . : i of 454 Fas > IRS 4 EDS Gol et £20% War 

i £ v $ i$ ” 4 Dp So foeed q A 2 LE ng _ EINE INIT FO 

PE + ee F<! 42:48 z ne LS ot 7 £ SIS ONE IO Ire! > 207 ITO 1 ans Ne 2 2 CAM 

3 I hd So DS HB ene iy DR GEN 93. FE IM EEE EEE re WI GS ay 3g nk 

Ws en 7 NR CD DES. 2! | * ERIE NS ra o A n : 
\ 


7 lies ST DDE 4 a 4 ear. —_ 
_ wy Nacht? = BO SG Robe BEIT ths et RR 
; oa Ty Fe 


1 rs ZI ad as EB $45 A als 0 PHE nts doe ects IE 
ages 3 EE ET Se CR IG IRS Taos, - 
v 7 L 
C C ) v 


trouble or offence to others, 
She who conſiders to' how 
much better account that 
Money will turn, which is 
beltow'd on the Poor, then 
that which is laid out in un- 
neceſſary Expences ,o0n her 
ſelf, needs no Admonitions 
againſt ſuperfluities: She 
who truly loves her ſelf, will 
never walte that Money on 
a decaying Carkafs, which 
if prudently disburs'd, wou'd 
procure her an eternal Man- 
lion. She will never think 
her {elf ſo fine, as when the 
backs of the Poor do bleſs 
her ; and never feaſt ſo 
luxurioully as when ſhe 
treats an hungry perſon. No 
perfume will be thought fo |} 
grateful as theOdour otGooud | 

To Works ; |; 
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Works; nor any Waſh ſo 
| beautifying as hef own tears. 
For her Heroic Haul is toc 
great to ambitian any Em- 
pire but that of her own 
{ Breaſt ; or to regard any 0- 
! ther Conqueſt taan the reſ- 
| cuing poor unhgppy --Souls 
| from the flavery of Sinand 
! Satan, thoſe only unſuppor- 
! table Tyrants ; and therefore 
{ what Decays ſh$ obſerves in 
{ her Face will be yery uncon- 
! cerning, but ſhg will with 
! greatelt ipzed and accuracy 
1 rectify. the leaſh Spot rhar 
{ may prejudice the beauty of 
1 her lovely Soul, 
{ Ina woid, this happy So 
1 ciety will bc bys one Body, 
| whoſe Soul 15 lofc, animaling 
4 andinforining it, and perpe=- 
q B77 tually 
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tually breathing forth it ſelf 
in flames of holy deſires atter 
GOD, and acts of Beneyo- 
lence to each other. Envy 
and Uncharitableneſs are the 
Vices only of httle and nar- 


row hearts, and therefore 'tis Þ 


ſuppos'd, they will not enter 


here among(t perſons whok 


Diſpoſitions as well as their 


Births are to be Generous. 


Cenſure will refine intoÞ 


Friendly Admonirion, al Þ 
Scoſhing. and offenſive þ ; 


Railleries will be | abs 


minated and baniſh'd hence; Þþ 
where not oaly the Word 


Z 


and Adtions, but even th: 


very Thoughts and Defirs Þ 
of ho Religious,tend to pro-Fj 
mote the moſt endearing Þ 
Love, and univerſal ll 

WI 


F: 


07 0 WAR Se 7 Op 6n ee 


9) 


will ; for tho? there may be , 
| particular  Friegdſhips, they 
"| mult by no means prejudice 
'| the general Amity. Thus 
© theſe innocent and holy Souls | 
-| Jhou'd run the | Race, mea- 
SK furing their hours by their 
'& Devotions, and'their days by 
| the charitable Works they 
rf do. Thus won'd they live 
. the life of Heayen whilſt on 
"0 Earth, -and regzive an Earn- 
| eſt of its Joys 1p their hearts. 
| And now, what remains for 
| them to do atNight, but to 
'Þ review | the (tions of the 
| Day? to examine what Pal: 
| fions have been ſtirring ? 
5k How their Devotions were 
perform'd ? ip what temper C. 
their Hearts axe ? what good 
they kave dofie? and what =. 
progreſs lb 
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progreſs made towards Hea* 
ven? and with the plaudit 
of a ſatisfied Conſcience 
ſweetly to ſleep in peace and 
ſafety, Angels pitching their 
Tents round about them,and 
he that neither ſlumbers nor 


ſleeps, rejoycing over them 


to do them good! _ 
And to the end, that theſc 


Preat deſigns may be the bet- 


ter purſu'd, and etfeQtually 
obtain'd, care ſhall be taken 
that our Religious be under 
the tuition of perſons of irre- 
Rogrommyg Lives, of a con- 


ummate Prudence, {incere 


Picty, and unaffeAted Gravi- 
ty. No Novices in Religt- 
on, but ſuch as have ſpent 
the greateſt part of their hives 
in the ſtudy and praftice of 

Chriſti- 
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Chriſtianity ; whohave liv- 


1 


ed ch, whateyer the time 


of their abode #a the world 
has been. Whoſe undere- 
Rtandings are czar and com- 
prehenlive, as Welt as their. 
Paſſions at command,and At: 
fections regular; and: their 
knowledge abſt to govern 
their Zeal. Whole ſcrutiny 
into th-ir ow;1 hearts has 
been ſoexaCt, that they fully 
underſtand the:weakneſles of 
buman Natur, are able to 
bear with its dsfeQs, and þ 

the moſt pruſent methods 
procure U1ts ; Amendment. 
Plentifully furniſh'd with 1n- 
ſtruQions fors the ignorant, 
and comfort fqr the diſconſd- 
late. Who know how to 
quicken the flothful, to. a- 
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waken the ſecure, and. to dit-” 


el the doubts oi the Scrupu- 


ous. . Who are not ignorant. 


whea to uſe the Spur, and 
when the Rein, but duly qua« 


liked to miniſter to all the 
ſpiritual wants of: their 


Charge. Watching over their 


Souls with tenderneſs and | 


prudence.; applying fitting 
Medicines with ſweetneſs & 
affability, Sagacious ir dil 
covering the very approach- 
es of a fault, wile in prevent- 
ing, and charitable in bear- 
ing with all pityable Infirmi- 
ties. The ſweetneſs of whoſe 
Nature is commenſurate to 
all the reſt of their goodQua- 
lities, and all conſpire toge- 


ther to make them loy'd and. 


reverenc'd. Who have the 


perfect 
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cording to Reaſgn, not Hu- 
mour, conſulting the good of 
heir own ar- 
et know how 
" Authority 
when there is juſt occaſion 
for it, and will not prejudice 


bitrary {way. 


| their Charge,by'an indiſcreet 
remiſsneſs and ;looſning the 


Reins of diſcipline. Yet what 
occaſion will there be for ri- 
20ur, when the deſign 15 to 
rep:eſent Verfue 1n all- her 


Charms and native Loveli-- 


neſs, which muſt ' needs at- 
tract the cycs,* and enamour 
tie hearts of z;11 who behold 


her'? To joys the ſweetneſs 
of Humanity x0 the ſ{triQtneſs. 


of Philoſophy that both to. 
B74 gethe 
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perfect government of thems«- 
 felyves, and therefore rule ac- 
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gether being improv'd and 
heighten'd by grace, may 
make up an accompliſh'd 
Chriſtian ; who {if truly ſo)is 
certainly the| beſt-bred and 
deſt-natur'd perſon 1n: the 
world, adorn'd with a/ thou- 
Tand Charms, moſt happy in 
her ſelf, and moſt agrecable 
and beneficial to all about 
her. And that every one 
whocomes under this holy. 
Roof, may be ſuch an ami- 
able, ſuch a charming Crea- 
ture, what faults they bring 
with them ſhall be correCted 
by ſweetneſs, not ſeverity; | 
by friendly Admonitions, not Þ 
magiſterial Reproofs ; Piety | 
Thall not be roughly impos'd, 
but wiſely inſfinuated by a 
perpetual Diſplay of the 


Beauues. 
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Beauties of Rygligion in an 
exemplary Corjverfation,the 
continual and hoſt powerful 
Sermon of an lily Lite. And 
ſince Inclinatin can't be 
tored, (and ngrhing makes 
p2ople more ujgealy than the 
tettering tiiemfelves with un- 
neceſlary Bonds) there ſhall 
be: no Vows Hr irrevocable 
Obligations, nbþt ſo much as 
the tzar of Repyoach to keep 
our Ladies here any longer 
than they deſirg. No: Ev'ry : 
act of our Relzggious Votary 
ſhall be: voluntary and free, 
and no otlici tye but the 
Pleaſure, the Glory and Ad- 


vantage of thys bleſſed Re- 


tirement, to confac her to it. 
And now, Kfuppsle, you 
will fave me he labour of 
ÞF F proving, 
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proving, that this 1nſtituti- 
on will very much {ſerve the 
ends of Piety and Charity ; © 
it is methinks felt-evident, 
and the very Propoſal ſum. 
cient proof. But if it will not 
promote theſe great ends, [ 
ſhall think my felt mightily 
oblig'd to him that will ſhew 
me what will ; for provided 
the good of my Neighbour 
be advanc'd, 'tis very indif- 


$ | ferent to me, whether it be 
ji by my method or by anc- 
Fil thers. | Here will be no im- 
1-26 pertinent Viſits, no fooliſh 


WE  Amours,noidle Amuſements 

l to diſtract our Thoughts,and 
waſte our precious time ; 4 
very little of which is ſpent 


-- in Dreſſing, that grand de- 

6 vourer, and its coneomitanrs; | 
'£ 38 and | 
T4 F 
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( 109F, ) 
and |no more than necellity 
requires in {lcep Ind cating ; 
ſo that here's an/huge Trea- 
ſure;gain'd, whiegh for ought 
I know, may purchaſe an 
happy Eternity. ut we need 
not relt in generals, a curſo- 
ry view of lomg particulars 


A 


will ſufficiently Jemonſrate _ 


the/great uſefultels of {ſuch 
a Retirement ; 4which will 
appear by oblerying firit, a 
tew of thoſe ingonveniences 
to which Ladiegare expos'd, 
by living in the} world, and 
in the next placg; the poſitive 
advantages of alRetreat. 
And hr{t, as W the 1ncon- 
veniences of ljying in the! 


World ; no vefy mall one. 


5 that (trong [age and warm 


perception it gives us of its 


f Vanities; 
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Vanities ; ſince theſe are e- 
ver at hand, conſtantly 
thronging about us, they 
muſt neceſſarily puſh aſide 
all other Objeas, and the 
Mind being prepoſſeſs'd and 
gratefully entertain'd with 
thoſe plealing Perceptions 
which external Objects occa- 
ſion, takes up with them as' 
its only Good, 1s not at lei- 
{ure to taſte thoſe delights 
which ariſe from a RefleQi- 
on on it ſelf, nor to receive 
the Ideas which ſuch a Re- F 
flection conveys, and conſe- | 
quently forms all its Noti- 
ons by fuch Ideas only as 
ſenſation has furniſh'd it 
with, being unacquainted 
with thoſe more excellent 
ones which ariſcfrom its own 

operas 


operations and a ſerious re- 
fetion on them, and which 
are necellary to GrreQ& the 
miſtakes, and ſupply the de- 
fefts. of the orhef. From 
whence ariſes a very partial 
knowledge of things, nay, 
almolt a perfect ISNOrance IN 
things of the greateſt mo- 
ment. For tho;we are ac- 
quainted with. the Sound of 
ſome certain wotds, vg. Gca, 
Religion, Pleaſurs and Pain, 
Hoxour and Diſhonour, and 
the like; yet having no other 
Ideas but what Ire convey'd 
ro us by thoſe I rifles we con- 
verſe with, we frame to our 
ſelves ftrange & awkard noti- 
ons of them,con formable on- 
ly'to thoſe Ideas ſenſation has 
furniſh'd us 10 which 
fome 


(- 119- 
{umetimes grow {o ſtrong 
and fixt, that *tis ſcarce Dot 
ſible to introduce a new 
Scheme of 'Thoughts, and {6 
to Cilabule us, eſpecially Þ 
whilſttheſe Objects are thick 
about us. 

Thus ſhe who ſees her 
{cif and others reſpected in 
Proportion to that Pomp. 
and Bultle they make in the 
world, will form her Idea 
ot Honour accordingly. She 
who has reli{h'd no tlealures 
but ſuch as arile at the pre- 
ſence of out wardObvjefts, will 
{eek no ligher than her Sen» 
{es for her Gratihcation, And 
thus we may account tor 
chat {trange inſenſibility'that 
appears 1n 1 ſome people when 
Vou ipeak to them of any (e- 

rious: 


T11; 
rious religious mazrer. They 
are then ſo dull;you'l have 
much ado'to make them un- 
derſtand the cleareſt Truth; 
Wheras if you rofl the ſame - 
perſons, or chatiavith them 
of ſome Mode <& Foppery, 
they'll appear vefy quick,ex- 
peit, and ingenigus. - I have 
{ometimes Iinildd to hear 
Women talk j as grave- 
ly: and concergedly abour 
{ome trifling 3 diſgppointment 
from their Milliper or Taz- 
lor, as if it had, related to the 
weightieſt concezrns of their 
Scul, nay, perhsps more {eri- 
ouſly than otheis who wou'd 
aſs for Good, do about their 
cternal Intereſt :; but turn 
the talk that way, and they 
grow as S heavy and cold as 
.. _ they 
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they were warm and ſenſ*- 
ble before. And whence 15 
this, but becauſe their heads 
are full of the one, and quite 
deſtitute of ſuch Ideas as 
might givethema competent 
notion of the other ; and 
therefore to diſcourſe of ſuch 
matters,1s as little to the pur- 
pole as to maze Mathematt- 
cal D:moaltrations to one 
who knows not what an 

Angle or Triangle means. 

{ Hence by the way, wall ap- 
' pear the great uſefulneſs of 
Juc1cious Catechizing, whicit 
is neceſſary to ſtir up clear 
Idea's in the mind, without 
which it can receive but 
little benefit from the Dil- 
courſes of the Pulpit,and per- 
haps the neglect of the for- 
met 


due knowledge of the moſt 


| remove the little Toys and 
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mer is the reaſon that the 
great plenty of tlfe latter has ; 
no better A.) y all which : 
it appears, that'it we wou'd 2 
not be. impos'd gn by falſe + 
Reprefentations 'and Impo- 
ftures, if we woh'd obtain a 


important things, we muſt 


Vanities of the world from 
us, or our ſelves:from them ; 
enlarge our Idejis, ſeek out 
new Fields of Knowledge, 
whereby to re&ify our firſt 

miſtakes. "oh 
From the ſaqne: Original, 
viz, the conſtait flattery of 
external Objeas, arifes that 
querulouſneſs. gnd delicacy 
obſervable in maſt Perſons 
of Fortune, and winch, be-. 
trays: 


trays them to many 1ncone 
veniencies, For belides that, 
it renders them altogether 
ankrc to bear a change,which 
_ conlidering the great uncer- 
tainty, the ſwift viciſſitudes 
. of worldly things, the Great- 
elt and moſt eſtabliſhed, 
ought not to be unprepar'd 
for ; beſides this, it makes 
them perp=tually arath As 


bates the delight <. their en-- 
ch 


joyments, for ſuch perſons 
will very rarely find all 
things to their mind, and 
then ſome little diſorder 
which others-wou'd take no 
notice of, like an aching 


Tooth or Toe, ſpoils the re- 


liſh of cheir Joys. . And tho 
many great Ladies affe& this 
temper, miſtaking it for a 
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piece of Grandeuryj * tis ſo far 
trom that, that it/gives evi- 


dence of a poor weak Mind ; 


a very childiſh Hytr our, that _ 
muſt be cocker'd and fed © 
with | Toys and 3aubles to 
till its frowardnefs ; 8 is like 
| the crazy ſtomach of a ſick 
Perſon, which no body has 
| reaſon to be fond ;of or deſire. 


'This-alſo diſptſes them to. 


Inconſtancy, 
continually ſupply'd with 
varicty, knows not where to 


fix,)a Vice whieh ſome wo- - 


men ſeem to be proud of,and 
yet nothing 1n the war ſo 
reproachſul and degrading, 
becauſe nothing}is a {tronger 


evidence of a weak and 1nju-. 


dicious min. For it ſuppo-. 
les us Either G ignorant as 


py ſhe who-1s. 


to. 
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to make a wrong Choic? at 
firſt, or elfe ſo ſiliy as. not to 
know and itick ro 1t, when 
we have made a right one, 
It beſpeaks an unthinking 
inconliderate Mind, one that 
lives at Random, without 
any defizn or end; who 
wanting judgment to diſcern 
where to fix, or to know 
when ſhe's well,is ever fluQ- 
uating and uncertain, undo. 


ing to day what {he had 


done yeſterday, which is the 
worſt Character that can bt 
given of ones Underſtanding, 

A con{tant Scene of Temp- 
tations, and the infe&ion of 
il company, is another great 
danger, which converſing in 
the world expoſes to. 'Tis a 
dangerous thing to-have all 


the 


the opportunities * fGaning 
in our power,and the danger 
is increas'd by the ill Prece- 
dents we daily ſee of thoſs 
who take them. | Eiberty (as 
ſome body ſays) will pm 


an Angel. And tho It 15 10- 
deed more oloric x 
quer than ro fly; yet ſince 
our Vertue is ;jfo viſibly 
weakned in other inſtances, 


we have no reaſpn to pre- 


ſume on't in this, ?Tis be- 
come no eaſy wer to ſe- 
cure our Innocence 1n our 


' neceſſary Civilitizs and daily 


Converſations ; m which, if 
we have the goof] luck to a- 
void ſuch as bring a neceſſity 
{ on 11s, either of {geming rude 
| to them, or of being really ſo 
| to GOD TOY fy, whullt 
we 
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we tamely hear him,our bell 
Friend and BenefaQor af- 
fronted, and {wallow'd it, 
at the ſame time, that we 
wou'd reckon't a very piti- 
ful Spirit to hear anAcquain- 
tance traduc'd and hold our 
Tongue ; yet, if we avoid. 
this Trial, our Charity is 
however in continual dan- 
ger, Cenſoriouſneſs being 
grown {o modiſh, that we 
- can ſcarce avoid being aQive 
or paſlive 1n it ; ſo that ſhe 
who has not fier pert jeſt 
ready to pals upon others, 
ſhall as ſoon as her back is 
turn'd, become a Jeſt her 

ſelf for want of Wit. _ 
In conſequence of all this, 
we are inſenlibly betray'd to 
a great loſs of time, a Trea- 
ſure 


ure whoſe value ve are t00 
often quite ignorant of, t1i'l 
it be lo't paſt redemption. 
And,yet, conſigering the 
ſhortneſs and unfertainty of 
Lite,the great werk we have 
to do, and what/advantages 
accrew to! us bya due ma- 


® 


nagement' of our. time, we: 


cainot reconcileyt-with pru- 
dence to ſuffer the leaſt mi- 
nute to eſcape uys.. But be- 
ſides our own layiſh Expen- 


$ { 
2 


ces (concerning which one 
may ask as Solaywon does Ot 


Labour, What Fruit have we 


of all that Sport, and Paſtime 
we have taken unter the dun *) 
So unreaſonably is the hum» 
our of the World, that thoſe 


—_ 


who wou'd regkon it a rude- 


neſs to make {ſo bold with 
4 Our 


wo 
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our Mony, never ſcruple to 
waſte, and rob us of this in- 
finitely more precious Trea- 
{ure. 

In the laſt place, by reaſon 


' of this loſs of time and the 


continual htirry we are in, 
we can find no opportunities 
for thoughtfulneſs and recol- 
lettion ; we are fo buſlied 
with what paſſes abroad, that 
we have no leiſure to look at 
home, nor to reQify the dil- 
orders there. And ſuch an 
unthinkinz mechanical way 
of living, whea like Machins 
we are condema'd every day 
to repent the impertinencies_ 
of the day before ; ſhortens 
our Views, contracts our 
Minds, expoles to a thouſand 
praQical Errors, and renders 
Improve- 
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Impr Wes” iczpoſſible, be- 
cauſe it will ngt permit us 
to conſider  arjd recolle&q, 


which is the ofly means to | 


attain it, SO qmch for the 
inconveniences ;of living im 
the World; iffwe enquire 
about Retiremepr, we ſhalt 
find it does net pnly remove 
all theſe, but brings conſi- 
derable advantages of 1ts 
own. 1" 


For firſt, it +helps us to. 


mate cuſtom, agd delivers us 
from its Tyratiny, which'is 
the moſt conſiderable thing 


we have to do, it being no- | | 


on, elſe bur the habituating 


our ſelves to Dll that can 


reconcile us to It. © But how 
hard is it to quitan old road? 
What courage as well as pru- 


Gi _ 


pours 
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lence does:it require ? How 


clear a Judgment to over- 
look the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation and Example, and to | 


diſcern what is beit,and how / 


ſtrong a reſolution, notwith- 
{tanding all the Scoffs and 
Noiſes of the world to adhere 
to it! For Cuſtom has u- 
furpt ſuch an unaccountable 
Authority, that ſhe who 
wou'd endeavour to put a 


ſtop to its Arbitrary Sway, 


and reduce it to Reaſon, is 
1n a fair way to render her 
{elf the Buzz for al! the Fops 


4a Town to ſhoot their im- 
Pertinent Cenſures at. And 


tho a wiſe Woman will not 
value their Cenfure, yer ſhe 


- Cares not to be the ſubject of 


their Diſcourſe, The only 
FE way 
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way then1s toretire from the 
world,as the [7 aclites did our 
of Eg yt, leit the Sacrifice we 
muſt make .of its Follics, 
{hou'd provoke its Spleen. 
This alſo puts us out of 


the road of temptation, and - 


very much + redeenms our 


Time, cutting off thoſe ex- 


much of it vas ſquandred 
away before; And furniſh- 
1Ng us conſtantly with good 
employmentg ſecures us from 
being ſeduc'& into bad.Great 
are the BenefFts of holy. Con» 
verſation which will be here 
enjoy'd : Ag'Vice is, fo Ver- 
' tus may be, catching; and 
to whar heights of Piery 
will not ſhe: advance, who 
is plac'd wh:re the ſole Bu- 
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4ineſs is to be Good, where 
' there is-no pleaſure but in 
-Religion, no contention but 
to excel in what 15 truly 
commendable; where her 
'Soul-is not defil'd nor her 
Zeal provok'd, by the light 
or relation of thoſe V illanies 
the World abounds with ? 

And by that LTearning 
-which will be . here afforded, 
and that leiſure we have, to 
epqare after it, and to know 
and refle> on our own 
minds, we ſhall reſcue our 
delves out of that woful in- 
cogitancy we have fltpt.into, 
awaken our ſleeping Powers, 
and make uſe. of that. reaſon 
wich GOD has gen us. 
We ſhall then begin to won- 
ger at our Folly,that _—_— 
JET | al 
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all the pleaſures we former- 
I ly purſued, we never attend-- 
ed to that moſfk noble and de= 
licious one . which: the chaſe 
of truth affordy us; and bleſs 
our ſelves at laſt, that our- 
eyes are open'd to diſcern. 
how much more pleaſantly 
we may be &ntertain'd by 
our own Thokghts,. chan by - 
all the Diverſigns. which the. 
world affords 'us. By this 
means .we arg fitted to re- 
ceive the influences of the ho- 
ly Spirit,and ape put in a due - 
frame of Devation. No doubt 
but he-has often knock'd at 
tae door of our. hearts, when 
the croud -and noiſe of our - 


Vanities woufd not ſuffer us * 
to regard or hzar him; and. i; 


could find Ho admittance-- . 
| G..} when.; 
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when our houſe was ſo fil'd 


with other company. Here 


therefore is the: fitteſt] place 
for his Entertainment, when 
we are freed from outward 


diſturbances, and entirely at 


leiſure to attend: ſo divine a 


Gueſt. Our Devotions will 


be - perform'd with due 
attention, thoſe ObjeQs that 


_ uſed to diſtratt being now 


remov'd from us ; ſimplicity 
of deſire will | beget ſimplici- 
ty of thought, and that will 
make our minds moſt intenſe 
and elevated, when we come 
to addreſs our ſelves to the 
Throne ofGracc. Being dead 
to the things of this world, 
we ſhall with greater fervour 


Petition for thoſe of another; 


and liviggalways in a lively 
| | and 


\ 


— 
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wn 1 . 

bs 
is 
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ind a;xful ſenke of the divine 
Majzlty, our; hearts will c- 
wer bz diſpasd to approach. 
him in the maſt ſolemn, ſeri- 
ous and reygrent manner. 
'Tisa very ynſeemly thing 
to jump from; our Diverſions 
to our Prayers; as if when 
we have begn catertaining 
our ſelves ang others with 
Vanity, we'were inſtantly 
prepar'd to: appear in the 
lacred preſence of GOD. 


'But a Religtbus Retirement 


and holy Converſation, will 
procure us a - more ſerious 
Temper, a + 

ſo both mahe us: conſtant] 
fit to approgch, and likewiſe 


ſtir u5 up t# be more careful : 
1n 047 prepgrations when we. 


do. For þefides all other 
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raver Spirit, and. 
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tain where the world will 


1mproyements of knowledge, | 
we ſhall hereby obtain try- | 
er Notions of GOD than we | 
were capable of before, 
which is of very great.conle- 


quence, ſince the want of 


right apprehenſions concern- 
ing him, is the general cauſe 
of miſtakes in Religion, and | 
Ercors in Practice ; for as he 


ks the nobleſt Object of our 


Underſtanding, ſo nothing is 
more neceſſary or of ſuch con- 
iequence to us as to buly our 
thoughts about h1nz. And did 
we rightly conlicer his Na- 
ture, we ſhou'd neither dare 
to forget him, nor draw. ner 
to him with unclean hands, 
and unholy hearts. 

From this ſacred Moun- 


be. 


( t29 ) 
be plac'J at Gur feet, at ſuch 
a diſtance from us, that the 
ſteams of 14s corrcuptions 


ſhall not obſcure our eye- .. + 


ſight ; we ſhjll have a right: 
proſpect of itzand clearly dif- 
cern that all gs AJllurements,. 
all thoſe Gaigies and Pagean- 
tries which at preſent we ad- 
mire {0 much, are no better 
than inlignificant Toys, 
which have } no value but. 
what our perverſe Opinion- .. 
impoſes on them. fThings. 


by 
3v 
} 


ibute ſo very 
'eal Good, that- 
even at preſet, which is their | 
only - ſeaſon,;, we may hve. 
much happiet without than 
{ with them ; *and - which are: 
| fo far from þeing neceſlary- 
to true Feligity, that they. 
| [ 's ſhafl 
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Jhall vaniſh and be no more 
when that is conſummate 
and perfect. Many are the 
Topic's from whence we 
might declaim againſt the 
vanity of the world, but me- 
thinks Experiengg.1is ſo con- 
vincing, that it ſuperſedes all 
the relt, and wou'd certain- 


ly reclaim us from the im-. 


moderate love of earthly en- 
joyments, did we but ſeri- 
ouſly hearken to 1t. For tell 


me Ladigs, if your greateſt 


Pleaſures are not attended 


with a greater ſting ; when 


you think to graſp them, do 
they not either vaniſh into 
froth, or -gall your fingers ?. 
To want, or to enjoy them, 
is equally tormenting ; the 
one produces in you the Pain 


of 
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* tond of variety, what is tru-. 


_ ments hich os now pur- 


tend to filll their place ; .toll 


CL J $ 
of Hunger, the comer of 1 
Loathing. af in reality, oF 


chere 15 no gogd in them,no- oy 
' thing but they Shadow and '_ 
Appearance ; it there were, +4 
you cou'd not:fo eaſily loath. ww... 


your old Delights, and be ſd; 


ly deſirable ngver ending 1n: 
diſguſt. They|are not there- 
fore Pleaſures; but Amuſes: 


ſue, and whiclhthrough * 2 
1Z0orance of berrer Joys, pre«. - 


you 0n with' fair pretences,. 
and repay your Labour witlx 


defeated Hopes. Joys, not | 
near ſo laſtingas the {lighteſt _ i 


toy you wear; the molt ca- 

pricious Hunoriſt among 

you is more cgnltaat far than LR 
i they. x 
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they. Come hither there--. 
fore and take a true view of 
*em,that you may no longer 
deceive your ſelves with 
that which profits not ; bur 
ſpurning away theſe empty 
nothings, ſecure a portion in: 
ſuch a Bliſs as will not 
fail, as cannot. diſappoint 
you! A Felicity which de- 
pending on GOD enly and 
your own Minds, is out of | 
Fortunes reach, will place  } 
you above the Batteries of 


_ the world, above its. Terrors 


and Allurements, and enable 
youat-onee to triumph oyer, | 
and deſpiſe it. And what can | 
be more glorious, than. to 
havea mind unſhaken by the 
blandiſhmeats of-Proſperity, 
or the rough ſhocks of: Ad- 
| verlity;. 
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verſity ; that Sf thro both 
with - the lame Indifferency: 


and 1 integrity,? 1s not to be 


tempred by eirher to a mean. 
unworthy ang! indecentARi-: 


on ?: 
Farther dl beſides that 
holy emulatign which a con= 


tinuat view of the. brighteſt 


and molt exemplary Lives 
will excite I us; we ſhall 


have opportunity of contrac-- 
ting the pureſt and nobleſt 
Friendſhip 3a Bleſſing, the. 


purchaſe of which-were rich- 
ly worth alf the world be- 
ſides ! For ſhe who poſleſ- 
fes a worthy Perſon, has cer= 
tainly obtajn'd the richeit 


Treaſure ! '/a Bleſſing that 


Monarchs may envy,and ſhe 
who enJoyy is happier than 


ſhe 
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ſhe who fills a Throne! a 


Bleſſing, which next to the 
love of GOD, 1s the choicelt 
Jewel in.our Czleſtial Dia- 
dem, which, were it duly 
prattic'd, wou'd both: fit us 
tor heav'n,and bring it dowa 
iato our hearts whilit we 
tarry here. For Friendſhip 
is a Vertue wiuch compre» 
hends all the'reſt ; none be- 
109 hit tor this, who 15 not a- 
dora'd with every other 
Vertue. Probably one con- 
jiderable caule of the degene- 
racy of the preſent Ape, 1s 
the lictle trus Friendſhip that 
is to be found in it ; or per- 
laps you wall rather ſay, that 
this is the etfeCt of our cor- 
ruption. The cauſe and the 
efte&t are indeed ger . 

Or 
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for were the Fyorld better, 


w- 
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there wou'd bejmore Friend-- 
ſhip, and were there more. 


Friendſhip we ſhou'd have a 


better world. :**But becauſe 


Iniquity abounds, therefore the 
love of many 1S/A0t Only wax- 
ex cold, but quite benum'd 
and periſh'd. But if we have 
ſuch narrow hearts, be ſo 


full of miſtaken Self-love, fo 


unreaſonably #ond of our 
ſcives, that, we cannot ſpare 
a hearty Good+ will to one or 
two choice Perſons, how can 
it ever be chaliohr that we 


ſhou'd well acquit our ſelves 


_— 


of that Charity which is due 


to all mankinf ? For Friend- 
ſhip is nothiftg elſe but Cha- 
rity contracted ; it is (in the 
words of ai 


admired Au- 
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thor) a [kind of revengin 
,our ſelves on the narrownels 


of our Faculties, by exemply- | 


fying that extraordinary cha- 


rity on one or two,which we 
are willing, but not able to. 


exerciſe towards all. And 
therefore *tis without doubt, 


the beſt- Ipſtrutor to teach | 


us gur duty to our Neigh- 


bour, and a molt excellent 
Monitor to exctte us to make 
payment as far a5 our pow- 
er will reach. It has a ſpe- 


cial force to dilate our hearts, 


to deliver them from that vi- 


cious ſelfiſhneſs and the reſt 
of thoſe /ordid paſſions, which 
expreſs a narrow illiberal 
temper, and are of fuch per- 
nitious conſequence to man- 
kind. That inſtitution rhere- 
fore, 
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fore, muſt ne Ls be highiy 
beneficial, which both diſpo-. 
ſts us to be friends our ſelves, 
and helps to find them. Bur 
by Friendſhigyl do not mean. 
any thing like thoſe intima- 
"cies that are /about in the 
world, whicliare often com» 
| binations in evil, and at beſt 
| a inſignificant dearneſles ; 
| little nnblig _ true. 
Ejenditin, 5 as Modern 
Practice dges Primitive 
Chriſtianity. Bur I in». 
tend by it; the greateſt 
ulctulneſs, the moſt Prefin'd 
and difintereſJ'd Benevolence , 
4 love that thinks nothing 
within the bþunds of Power 
and Duty, tpo much to do 
cr ſiffer for its Beloved: 


And makes no diſtinction 
| LCLWIXE . 
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Fetwixt its Friend. and its 


ſelf, except that in Temp3- | 


rals it prefers her intereſt; 
Bat tho it be very defirable 


to:obtain ſuch a Freaſure, | 


ſuch a Medicine of Life, [as 


the wiſe man ſpeaks) yet the. 


danger 15 great, leaſt being 


deceiv'd in our choice, we 


ſuck inf Poyſon where we 
expected Health. And con- 
ſidering how ap: we are to 
diſguiſe our ſelves, how hard 


It is to know our own hearts, 


much leſs anorters, it 1s not 
_ adviſable to be too haſty in 


contracting ſo important a. 


Relation 3 before thet be 
done, it were well if wc 
could look into the very Soul 
of the beloved Perſon, to 
diſcover avhat reſemblance 
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ic bears to our Own, and in 
this Society we ſhall have 
the beſt opportynities of do- 
ing ſo. There are no inte- 
I :cits here to ſerve, no contri- 

vances for angther to be a 
ſtale to ; the Souls of all the 
Religious will; be open and 
free, and thoſe particular 
Friendſhips muſt be no pre- 
judice to the gineral Amity. 
But yet, as in{Heav'n, that 


region of perfg& Love, 'the | 
happy Souls (as ſome are of | 


opinion) now and then ſtep 
atide from mote generalCon- 
verſations,to entertain them- 
ſelves with a peculiar friend; 


ſo, in this lirgle emblem of 
this bleſſed place, what ſhoud 
hinder, but rhat two Perſons 


of a ſ\mparſhjizing ciſpoſitt- 
| j} + [ol 


$ [4 W-4;; > 7 CO DV Yo IRE OE I I OT IE OY m 
"2 . ; . Os eget. Es Be Duty 7.20 Ft AIGE 
27 s o oo; - 
£ : 
: i 
TE 
: 4 $ 
% 
5 
” 1 q ks 
” 
% z3 
LY 


_—— 
: yr 
5 


a= 
_ . -_ 
4 "7 j- - "4 * HAS) 26 2X on ee A TLC - 
—— my x 4 at ad 3 LE Yor Rabntug <3" 00 Be Ts nts o FEY 3 £ 
A ——— ENS IIS ES End Ae Ros hs (CEL As, os ere Cor ” 2 
” RY ONTO ETFS TL rDNA gp Pte or a or, OG; St x RCPETY n MO 
T ET oC » IG ee me ates I NP ME Ie Wor. ne : CO UTI BIS gl TEL LAnS ; 
Ss (ESSE ERR Ba i EE he We Rs 
; | / | f ' 
E | j ; 
1 s : 
- 
4 - : 
* 
| ' 


an, the mate and frame of: | 


whoſe Souls bears an'exa&t | 
conformity to each other, and | 
therefore one wou'd think, 
were purpoſely deſign'd by. 
Heaven to unite and MIX : 


what. ſhou'd hinder them- | 


from entring into an holy 
combination. to watch over 
each other for Good, to ad- 


viſe, encourage. and direCt, 


and. to obſerve the minutelt 
fault in order to its amend- 
ment. The trueſt etfe& of, 
love being to endeavour the 
bertering the beloved Perſon. 
And therefore nothing 1s 
more likely to amprove us . 
it Vertue, and advance us to 
the very higheſt -pitch of 
Goodneſs, than unfeigned 
Friendſhip,which i is the molt . 
b=neficial, 
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Pi ( T 4 s | 
beneficial, as well as the moſt 


pleaſant thingy the world. 


But to, haſten ; ſuch an in- 
ſtiturion will anuch confirm 
q us in Vertue, and help us to 
J perſevere to the end, and by 
that ſubſtantia{.Piety and ſo- 
lid Knowledge,we ſhall here 
{ acquire, fit us*to propagate 

it when we return into the 
World. An tabitual Prac- 
tice of Piety fgr ſome years 
will ſo root and eſtabliſh ns 
in it, that Religion will be- 
-coine a ſecond! Nature, and 


we muſt do ſtrange violences . 


to our ſelves, after that we 
dare venture; to oppoſle it. 
For beſides alF the other Ad- 


vantages thatz Vertue has 0- 


ver Vice, this will diſarm ic 


of Cuſtow, the only thing 
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that recommends it, bravely | 
wia its {trongelt Fort, and. 
turn its own Cannon againtt | 
it ſelf, How almoit impoſh- | 
ble wou'd it be for her to lin, | 
whoſe Under{tanding being | 
clearly illuminated with the 
knowledge of the Truth, is 


| too wiſe to be impos'd on by | 


thoſe falſe repreſentations that * 
fin wou'd deceive it with ; 


whoſe will has found out and } 


united it ſelfr9 its trueCenne; 
and hay:ng been long habitus 


ated to move 1n a 724 line, 


has no temptation to decline 
to an O: 4igue. Whoſe attecti- 
ons have daily regaled on 
thoſe delicious Fruirs of Pa- 


_ radice, which Religion prc- 
ſents them. with, and arc 


therefore too ſublime and rc: 
LT - mad 
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TE 45 Fe, 
fn'd to reliſh?! the muddy 
Pleaſures of ſenfual Delights. 
It mult certainly be a Mira- 
cle if ſuch an $ne relinquiſh 
her Glory and Joy ; [he mult 
be as bad as Lacifer himſelf 
who ater ſuch Enjoyments 
can forſake her Heaven. "Tis 


to0 unreaſonable to imagine 


{uch an Apoltacy, the ſuppo- 
firion is mon( LFOUS, & there- 
fore we may;conclude will 
never, or very:irarely happen. 
And then Yar , Died 
world ſhou'd.'we have, ſhin- 
ing with ſo ,many itars of 
Vertue! Who, not content 
to be happychemlclves , for 
that's a narrowneſs of mind 
roo much beneath their God- 
like temper, would like the 


glorious Lights of Heav'n, or 
if rather 


© <= ea 
A REONEE La es a IER oe ae NOI 
nee = rg , 0O9s. angry 1 HF 6; ER ICAS PT NE IEEE cas Io 
*y ” M_ kd _ "Lake. I Th 


(144) 
rather like him who made 
them, diffuſe their benign 
| Influences round about. Ha- 
ving gain'd an entrance into 
Paradiſe themſelves, they 
wou'd both ſhew the way 
and invite all others to par- 


take of their felicity. Inſtead 
of that froth and imperti- ' 


nence,thatCenſure and Prap- 
maticalneſs, with which Fe- 
 .minine Converſations ſo 
much abound, we ſhould 
hear their tongues employ'd 
in making Proſelytes to hea- 
ven, in running down Vice, 
in eſtabliſhing Vertue, and 
_ proclaiming their Makers 
Glory. © *'Twou'd be more 
genteel to give and take in- 
 {trufQtions about the orna- 
ments of the Mind, than to 

enquire 
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eCUuIre & the Mode; and 2 
Lecture on the : aſhions wou'd 


become as diſagreeable as at pre- 
ſent any ſerious diſcourſe is. Not 


the Follies of the Jown, but the' 


Beauties and the y.ove of JESUS 
wou'd be the moſt Þolite and de- 
lictous Entertainnjent. "Twould 
be thought as rudgand barbarous 
to ſend our Viſitars away unin- 
ſtructed, as our fooliſhneſs at pre- 


ſent reckons it to introduce a_ 


ul Converſati- 
alixy wou'd be 
ſh themſelves 


pertinent and uſe 


on. Ladies of i 
able to diſtingw 


from their Inferigrs by the bleſ- 


ſings they communicated, and 
the good they dil. For this is 


x gative, their 


their grand Pret 
diſtinguiſhing Chatatter, that they 
are plac'd ina gromy which 
makes that whiclt 1s every ones. 
win bulineſs, tg; be their only 
7s wat They \ has nothing to 

t to cur! ne and to 
benefT 
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benefit, their Neighbours, and 
ſhe 'who does not thus improve 
her Talent, is more vile and def. 
picable than the meaneſt Crea- 
ture about her. | 

And ifafter ſo many ſpiritual |} 
Advantages, It be convenient to 
mention Temporals, here 'Heir- 
eſles and Perſons of\Fortune may 
be kept ſecure, from the rude at- 
tempts of deſigning Men ; And 
ſhe who has more Mony than Diſ- 
cretion, need not curſe her Stars, 
for being expos'd a prey to bold 
1mportunate and rapacious Vul- 
tures. She will not here be in- 
veigled and impos'd on, will nei- 
ther be bought nor ſold, nor be 
forced to: marry for. her own 
quiet, when ſhe has no inchnati- 
onto it, but what the being tir'd 
out with a reſtieſs importunity 
occaſions. - Or it ſhe be diſpos'd 
- To marry, here ſhe may remata 
in fatcty gl a convenient _ 
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| { be offer'd by her] Friends, and be. 

* | freed from the ganger of a dif- 

\ { honourable one. / Modeſty requi- 
ring that a Weman ſhould nov 
love before Marrnage, but only 
make choice of ope whom ſhe cah 
love hereafter :} She who has 
none but innocent affections, be- 
ing eaſily able to fix them where” . 
Duty requires: + FE 

And tho at Erſt I propos'd ts 
my ſelf to ſpeakinothing in par- 
ticular of the employment” of the 
Religious, yet wo give a Specimen 
how uſeful they will be to the 
World, I am now inclin'd tode- 
clare, that it i*delign'd a part of 

_ their buſineſs ſhall be to give the 
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beſt ſons of. the Children 


of Perſons of Quality, who ſhall 
be attended and inſtructed in 
leſſer matters by meaner perſons 
deputed to ; Office, but. the 
forming of their minds ſhall be | 
x care of thoſe of 
2 theis 
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their own Rank ; who cannot 


have a4 more pleaſant and uſeful | 


employment than to exerciſe and 
encreaſe their own knowlcage, 
.by inſtilling it into theſe your'g 
ones, who are molt like to profit 
under ſuch Tutors. For how can 
their little Pupils forbear to cre- 
ditthem. ſince they do not decry 
the World (as others may be 
thought to do)becauſe they cou'd 
not enjoy it; but when they had 
it in their power, were courted 
and careſs'd by it, for very good 
Reaſons, and on mature delibe- 
ration, thought fit to relinguiſh 
and deſpiſe its offers tor a better 
choice? Nor are mercenary peo- 
ple on other accounts capable of 
doing ſo much good to young 


Perſons, becauſe, having often 
but ſhort views of things them- 
ſelves, ſordid and low Spirits, 
they are not like to form a gene- . 


rous temper in the minds of the 
Educated. 


hs. 
| 


4 x p D es Yy 7 RY 4&5! EA p PYRO EA 
, 5 YE ; SE 
. *P, £ ' '" 
| bi 3: 
: ſ 
$y ' 
[44 d A he : 
L * *P 
ye 
K SN 
| + & 
[8-1 LS 
& 
; * 


Educated, Donptle*twas well x 

- P ys 5 LE 
coniider'd of him, who wou'd _ i 
not truſt the bregding of his Son v 
to a Slave, becayfe nothing great tf 
or excellent confd be expected # 
from « perſon of: that condition. | © 


And when bythe increaſe of 
their Revenve,; the Religious 
are enabled to db ſuch a work of _ 
Charity, the Edycation they de- - 
[ign to beſtow on the Daughters 
of Gentlemen who are fallen in-. 
to decay, will he no inconſidera- 
ble advantage to the Nation, 
For hereby many Souls will be 
preſery'd front great Diſhonours, 
and put in a comfortable way of. 
ſubſiſting, beinz either receiv'd 
Into the Houſegif they incline to 
if, or otherwiſe diſpos'd of, It 
being ſuppos'dithat prudent men 
will reckon thejendowments the y 
here acquire a; ſufficient Dowry ; 
and that a diſefeet_ and yertuous 
Gentlewoma ngpal make a better 
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Wife than ſhe whoſe mind is 

empty, tho her Purſe be full. 
But ſome will ſay, May not peo- 
ple be good without this confine- . 
ment ? may they not live at large 
in the world, and yet ſerve GOD 
as acceptably as here? 'tis allow'd 
they may; truly wife and vertu- 
ons Souls will do it by the afliſt- 
ance of GODS Grace, in deſpite 
of all temptations ; and1I hearti-. 
fy wiſh, that all Women were of 
Chis temper. But it is to be con- 
ider'd, that there are tender Ver- 
tues, who need to be ſcreened 
from the ill Airs of the world : 
Many perſons who had begun well 
mtght have gone to the Grave in 
peace and innocence, had it not 
been their misfortune t6 be vio-. 
lently tempted. For thoſe who. 
have honeſt Hearts have not al- 
ways the ſtrongeſt Heads ; and 
{cmetimes the enticements of the 
world, and the ſubtil TOYCOnS. 
| | OL 


1H 


-#: 
[[F51|] 
of ſuch as ls inf alt. to deceive, 
may mako thr Heads giddy, 
ſtagger tiemw Riloviona and 0- 
verthrow all the fine hopes of a 
promiling vie King: *Tis fit 
therefore, ſuch tender Cyons 


may be ſupported by the prop of 
Vertuous Fr1 Adihip, and con- 
 Irmdin neſs by holy Ex- 
; amples, which.alas! they will 
not often me echwith i in theworld. 

And, fuch is the weakneſs of hn- 
man Nature, that. bad people are 
not {o apt to pe better'd by the 
Society of theGood, as the Good 
are to be cdrrupted by theirs. 
Since therefore we daily pray a- 
zainſt tempt#tion, it cannot be 
amiſs if we take all. prudent care 
toavoid 1t, And not out ofa vain 
preſumption face the danger, 
which GON may juſtly permit 
to overcome vs tor a due correc- 
tion of our [7c3p It 1s not 1m- 


ſhou'd be tr ai Lay that they 


Hes poſſible. 
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- Poflible for a man to live in an 


infected Houſe or Town, and eſ- 
cape with Life and Health : , yet 
it he have a piace in the Country 
to retire to, he will not make 
ſight of that edvantage ; and 
ſorely the Health of our Souls is: 
of gveater coniideration than the 
health of our Bodies. Beſides, ſhe 
has need of an eſtabliſh'd Ver- 
tue and conſummated Prudence, 
who ſo well underſtands the great 
end ſhe was ſent into the world 
about, and fo faithfully purſnes 
it, that not content to be wiſe 
and good her ſelf alone, ſhe en- 
deavours to propagate Wiſdom 
and Ptety to all about her. But 
neither this Prudence nor heroic 
Goodneſs are cafily attainable a- 
midit the noiſe and hurry of the 

world, we muſt therefore retire 
a while from its clamour and im- 


Portunity, if we generouſly de- 
tign to doit good : ; and having 


calmly 


” ſelves, we ſhal 
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calmly and ſedgtely obſerv'd and 
rectity'd what} is amiſs in our 
! be fitter to /pro- 
mote A Reformation in others, 
A devout Retirement will not 
only [trengrhea aid cont m our 
ah iS, Thar thÞy be not infeted 

b; the worldg/Corrupticns, Hut 
lizewile ſo purity and tefire 
them, that they will become An- 
tidutes to expui the Poyſon in 0- 
thers, and ſpfead a ſalutary Atr 
round about .zhem. 

Ifany objec againſt a Learn-. 
ed Educationy! that it will make 
Women vainiand. alluming, and 

inſtead of correcting, encreaf: 
thei Pride ; FErant, that any 4t- 

tering in extning may ; for it 
bas this effechion the Mer, none 


fo DogmaticF, ard {0 forward | 
ta ſhew TheinParts as your lictte 
Pretenders tos Science, © But T1 


wou'd not have the Ladies con- 
tent themſelvps with the /hew, my 
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defire is,that they ſhou'd not reſt 
nll they obtain the Subſtance. 
And then ſhe who is moſt know- 
ing, will be forward to own with 
the wiſe Socrates, that ſhe knows 
nothing : nothing that is matter 
of Pride and Oſtentation ; no- 
thing but what is attended with- 
ſo much ignoranceand imperfec- 
tion, that it cannot reaſonably 
elate and puff her up. The more 
Me knows, ſhe will be the leſs 
ſubje& to talkativeneſs and its 
ſiſter Vices, becauſe ſhe diſcerns, 
that the moſt difficult piece of 

Learning is, to know when to- 
vie and when to hold ones 
Tongue, and never to ſpeak but 
to the purpoſe. 

- But the men if they rightly 
underſtand their own intereſt, 
have no reaſon to oppoſe the in- 
nious Education of the Wo- 
men, ſince*twou'd go a great way 


towards reclaming the men;great 
"*y 


Orgs.) 


15 the influence we have over 
themin theirChildhood,in which 
time, if a Mother be diſcreet and 
knowing as well as devout, ſhe 
has many opportunities of giving 
ſuchaForm anyl Seaſon to the ten- 
der Mind of $he Child, as will 
ſhew its good{effetts thro! all the 
ſtages of his Life. But tho? you 
ſhould not allow her capable of 
doing, good, *tis certain, ſhe may 
do burt : If ke do not "make the 
Child,ſhe has power to anarr him, 

by ſuffering her fondneſs to ger 
the better off diſcreet affettion. 

But beſides this, a good and pru- 


dent Wife, wou'd wonderfully 
work on an i man ; he mult be- 


a Brute indeed, who cou'd hold 
out againſt ll thoſe innocent: 
Arts, thoſe ;gentle perſuaſives, 
and obliging; methods ſhe wou 4 
. uſe toreclaim him, Piety 1s of- 
ten offenſive; when it is accom- 
panied - with indiſcretion : bux 
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ſhe who 1s as ws iſe as Good, poſ- 
ſeſles ſuch Charms as can hardly 
tail of prevailing. Doubtleſs, 
her Husband 1s a much happier 
Man, and more likely to aban- 
don all his 11] Courſes, than he 
who has none to come home to, 
but an ignorant, froward and fan- 
taſtick Creature, An ingenious 
Converſation will make his life 
comfortable, and he who can be 
ſo well entertain'dat home needs 
not run into Temptations In 
ſearch of Diverſions abroad. The 
only danger 18, that the Wite be 
more knowin £ than the Husband; 
but if ſhe be, *tis his own fault, 
lince he wants no opportunities 
of improvement-; unleſs he be a 
natural Z lo. khead, and then ſuch 
an one will need a wiſe Woman 
to govern him, whoſe prudence 
will conceal it from publick Ob- 
ſervation, and|\ at once both co- 
ver and ſupply hus defects, Give 
me 


me leave therefpre to hk that 
no Gentleman who has honoura- 


ble deligns, %e henceforward 


decry Knowledge and Ingenvity 
in her he wou'd pretend to Ho- 
nour : Or it he foes, It way ſerve 


for a 'Felt tg; diſtinguiſh the. 


feigned and unworthy from the 
rcal Lover.  #' 

Now, who that has a Spark of 
of Piety, will go about to oppoſe 
{0 Rei ;vIGUS A elign? What ge- 
Berous $ Spirit. hat has a duerre- 
Fard rorho a cod of Mankind, wall 
not be torward to :dvance and 
perfect it! Who will think 509 
J.-C onnds 100 mvch to lay CUtE tor 
the purchaſe of fo much Wiſdom 
ard HappinelF? Certainly, we 
ſhuu'd not think them too cear- 
ly paid for bY a much greater 
Sum, did norpur [ititul and for- 
did I 1r1ts ſeha much higher va- 
lue on Money: than it dJeſeroes. 
But granting 1 fo much of that dear 
Idol 
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1dol is given away, a perſon thus 
bred, will eaſily make it up by 
her Fry gality and other \trtues : 

if ſhe bring leſs, ſhe will not 
waſte ſo much, 2s others' do in 
ſuperfluous and vain Expences. 

Nor can I think of any expedi- 
ent ſo uſeful as this to Perſons of 
Quality, who are over-ſtock'd 
with Children; tor thus they may 
honourably diſpoſe of them with- 
aut impairing their Eſtates. Five 
ar {ix hundred pounds may be 
eaſily fpar'd with a Daughter, 
when ſo many thouſand would 
go deep; and yet as the world 

goes be a very. inconſiderable 
Fortune for Ladies 0*their Birth; 
neither maintain them in that 


Port which Cuſtom makes almoſt 


neceſlary,' nor procure them an 

equal Match; thoſe of their own 

Rank ( contrary to the generous 

cuſtom of the Germans) chuſing 

rather to fill their Coffers than 
= 6, 
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to preſerve wb purity of - their: 
Blood, and therefore think a 
wel hty Bag the beft Gentility, 
BE erring a wealthy Upſtart be- 

ore the beſt Deſcended and beſt 
Qualityed Lady.: Their own ex- 
travagancies ! perhaps having 
made it neceſſary, that they may 
keep up_ an empty ſhadow of 


Greatneſs, which 1s all that re- 


mains to ſhe "2 what their An- 


ceſtors have Heen. 
Does any think their money 
loſt to their Fa milies, when ?tis 


put in here ? Twill only ask what. 
courſe they. can take to fave it, 
and at once;to preſerye their | 
Money, their; Honour and their | 


Daughters tao? Were they ſure 
the Ladies wpu'd die unmarried, 


I ſhou'd commend their Thrift; "© 


but Experienze has too often 


ſhewn us the|; vanity of this ex-. 


poor Lady 


pectation. r the 
re prime oj ker, 


Wong pail 
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years 


C380 ) - 
years In: £2 and Company, 
ja running the Circle of all 
the Vanities of the Town, 
having ſpread all her Nets 
ant us'd all her Arts ior Con- 
, and finding, that the Bait 

tails where ſhe WOou *d have it 
i2ke, and having! all this while 
De i0 over-carefy | of her Body, 
1at ſh2 had no time to 1m :rove 
ker mind,vyhich therctore atfords 
ber nv ſale retreat now ſhe meets 
with Diſappointments abroad 
and growing every day more anc 
more {on lible that tne reſpect 
v-iich us'd to be paid her, decays 
Yo. Knot her Beaury , quite Ler- 
ified with the dreadful name of 
Old Maid, which yet none but 
Fools wil reproach her with 
NF any wiſe \ Voman be afraid 
t; tO avoid this terrible 24 r- 
11, and the ſcoffs thatare thrown 
on ſuperannuated Virgins, the 
fiies to ſome difhonovrabte Match 
as 
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as her laſt, th much miſtaken 
Refuge, to the diſgrace of her 
Family, and hey own irreparable 
Ruin. And nqw let any perſon 
of Honour telxme, if 1t were not 
richly worth, ſome thouſand 
Pounds, to prevent all this miſ- 
ſchie?, and the having an 
idle Fellow, and perhaps a race 
of beggarly Children to hang 
on him, and t9 provide for ? 


Cou'd 1 think.of any other ob»: 


jeftion,l wor's conſider it; theres 
nothing indeed which witty Pere 
Fns may not &rgue for & againſt, 
bur they who Quly weigh the Ar= 
raments on both ſides, unleſs 
they be extreamly prejudiced, 
will caitly diſcern the great vſe- 
fulneſs of this Inſtitution. The 
- Beau | per haps, and topping 


Sparks cf tiny Town, will ridl- 


cule and laugh art It; For Vertuc 
her ſelf as brig >ht as ſhe is, can't 
cicape | the Jaſh of ſcurrilous 


'Longeves 5; 


—— " _ , - "_ LGU, £4 370c/ 57 ited Mor canes Ae ; 7 co BRIT 
” — De EISSN Y or "EXE: Ic; %  Sotb te” Are; 27-7 SET UG REL 1 I IP Ed ered 
5 x Kato x gee 8 14 4 Ns FESIYS 4 Pole Od Co ene ig hs ESA Te 0 COYOTE. PI PPS »- 
og "8, wh « eg DIS ADEN! Ag et a VS HOES 0 3} wp 2 1 on Lon IS Le TEL $I( Br" 
A f.- 5 PR: a td IE IT 
f; SRSCL | f YL * 


[162 } 


Tongues; the comfort is, whilit 
they impotently endeavour to 
throw dirt on her, they are un- 
able to ſoil her Beauty, and only 
render themſelves the more.con- 
temptible, They may theretore 
if they pleaſe, hug themſelves in 
their own dear folly, and enjoy 
the diverſion oi their own inlipid 
Feſts. She has but little Wiſdom 
and leſs Vertue, who 1s to be 
frighted from what : ſhe judges 
reaſonable by the ſcoffs and in- 
ſignificant noiſes of ludicrous 
Wits, and| pert Buffoons. And 


no wonder that ſuch as they,( who. 


have nothing to ſhew for their 
pretences to Wit, but ſome {craps 
of Plays.and bluſtringNon-ſence; 
who fancy a well adjuſted Peruke 
is able to ſupply their want of 
"Brains, and that to talk much 15 
a ſign of Ingenuity, tho't be ne- 


ver ſo little to the purpoſe, ) ob-. 


joQ againſt our Propoſal; *twou'd 


indect : 


c 1665) 


indeed ſpol! the'T rade of the pay 
fluttering Fops{ who wou'd be- 
at a loſs, had they no body as im-- 
pertinent as themſelves to talk. 
with, The Cpiticiſm of their 


Dreſs wou'd be uſclefs, and the 
labour of theip PV altt + Chambre 
loſt, unleſs they cou'd peaceably 


lay "aſide thef: 


regaids nothing, but. kisown bru- 
\ tiſh Appetite 
real affe&tionsjor them, nor ever 
expect. Fidelity from one whois 
unfaithful toSOD and his own 


Soul. | Theylw ou'd not be ſoab-. 
ſurd as to ſuppoſe, that man can. 


eſteem thery who negle&s his _ 
Maker ; . 


206 


Rivalling, and. 
one Aſs be content to comple-. 
ment and adryire another. For: 
the Ladies wgu'd havemorediſ- 
cernment tharſto eſteem a Man: 
for ſuch Follies as ſhou'd rather - 
incline them to ſcorn and deſpiſe - 
him. They fou'd never be fo- 
ſottiſh as to irftagine, that he who-. 


ſhou'd have any - 


by 
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Mzx=r; for what are all thoſe 
fine Id5ltries,by which he wou'd 
recommeid hunticlt to his pre- 
tended Goddeſs; but mockery 
and deluſion from him who for- 
zets and afironts the true Dei- 


ty ! They wou'd not valve them-. 


ſelves on account of the Admi- 


| ration of ſuch incompetent Judg- 


cs, nor conſequently make ve of 
thoſe little trifling Arts that are: 
neceſſary to. recommend them 
to ſuch Admirers; Neither 
wor'd they give opportunity to 
profcſs themſelves their Slaves 
fo long, ill at laſt they become 
their Maſters. 

\What now remains, but to re- 
dice to Practice that which tends 
f2 very much to our advantage. 
[5 Charity ſo dead 1a the world 
that none will contribute to the 
faving their own and their ncighe« 
bours Souls ? Shall we freely cx- 
pend our Money to purchaſe Va- 

| nity, | 


< ls T” 


nity, and ofied times both pre- 
ſept and future Rvin; and find 
none for ſuch an eminent good 
Work,which will make the Ages 
tocome ariſe and call vs Bleſſed ? 
I wou'd fain perſuade my ſelf 
better things,znd that I ſhull one 
day ſee this Religions Retirement 
happily ſetledy and its great 
deligns | wHel'7 and vigoroutly 
purſu'd; and. nethinks] have al- 


ready a Viſior! of that luſtre and | 


*.) 


> caſt round about 
therefore intreat 
Sex, whotho ar 


glory ourLad 
them! Letm 
the reſt of of 


liberty in the vo1 1d, arethe Ml- 


ſerable Slaves, of their own vile 
affetions ; let me entreat them 


to lay aſide their Prejudices, and 


whatever boxders on Envy and 
Mahice, and with impartial eyes 
to behold the Beauties of our 
Religious, The native innocen- 
cy and unaffetedneſs of whoſe 
Charms, ar the ynblameable 
Integr1- 
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Tntegrity of their Lives, are a- 


bundantly more taking than all 
the curious Artifices and ſtudied 
Arts the other can invent to Te- 
commend them, even bad men 


thentſelves being Judges, who 


often betray a ſecret Veneration 
for that vertue they wou'd ſeem 
to deſpiſe and endeavour to cor- 
rupt. Asthereis not any thing, 
no not the leaſt ſhadow of a mo- 
tive to recommend vice, but its 
faſhionableneſs, and the being ac=.. 
cuitom'd to it; fo there 1s no- 
thing at all forbidding i in vertue 
but her uncouthneſs.' Acquaint 


- your ſelves with her a little, and 


you'l wonder how you cou'd be 


ſo fooliſh 'as to delight in any 


thing belides! For you'l find her 
Converſation moſt ſiveet and 
obliging; her Precepts moſt ea- 
ſy and beneficial; her very tasks 

oys, and her Injuntions the 


rob 
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rob you of any inh ocent delight, 
not engage you ry any thing be- 
neath your Bjrthand Breeding : 
But will puf'a ew and more 
grateful reliſh ;} ;Into all your 
Enjoyments, an 
more delicious we 
neſs She'll pre 
ment your Honcur, by allying 
you to the King of Heaven ; 
ſecure your Graydeur by fixing 
it.on a firm bottem, ſuch as the 
caprice of Fortaſhe cannot ſhake 
or overthrow ; # ſhe'll enlarge 
your ſouls, railethem above the 
common level, ; and encourage 
that allowable Eride of Scorn- 
ing to doa baſe dnworthy action. 
Make you truly amiable in the 
eyes of GOD ani Man, preſerve 
even the Beauty! of your Bodies 
as long as'tis poſlible for ſuch a 
brittle thing ta{laſt; and when 
it muſt of neceſſity decay. impreſs 
ſuch a levelineſy on your Minds, 


Q 


ve and aug- 
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2s will ſhine thro? and brighten 
your very Countenances ; en- 
riching you with ſuch a ſtock of 
Charms, thar Time which de- 
Yours every other thing, ſhall 
' never be able to decay. In a 
word, *tis Vertue only which 


can make you truly happy in this - 


world as well as in the next, | 
Thereis a ſort of Bravery and 
Greatneſs of Soul, which does 


more truly ennoble us thap the 
higheſt Title, and it conſiſts in 


the living up to the dignity of 
our Natures,” {corning to do a 


mean unbecoming thing; in 
paſſing differently thro' Good 
and Evil Fortune, without being 
corrupted by the one or depreſt 
by the other. For ſhe that can 
uo fo, gives evidence that her 
Happineſs depends not on fo 
mutable a thing as this world ; 


bur,in a due ſubſerviency to the. 


Almighty, is bottom'd only on 
her 


i. as. PEE SEE ha 
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her own great _ This is 


the richeſt Ornainent and ren- 
ders a Woman' rlorious in the 
loweſt: Fortune: | So ſhimng is 
real worth, that like aDiamond it 
loſes not its luſtre, tho caſt ona 
Dunghill. Whereas, ſhe who is 
advanc'd to ſomg eminent Statl- 
on, and wants ts natural and 


ſid Greatneſs, 65 no better than 


Fortunes May-2 me, rendered 


more conſpicuous, that ſhe may 


appear the more contemptible. 
Let thoſe therefore who value 
themſelves only #n external Ac- 
compliſhments, Fonſider how li- 
able they are to qecay and how 
ſoon they may he depriv'd of 


them, and that $a ppoling they. 
hey are but ſan- 


ſhou'd continve, 
dy er build Eſteem 
upon. What a giſ-ppointment 
will it be to a Eadies Admirer 


as well asto her {=\f, that herCon-- 


verſation ſhou'c loſe and endan- 
TT ger 


I NE OY - 


"Yo 

£ £ 
£ 
F 
. 


Te OY Int WS ROPELTN EOS lt IEEE OTE at ys $i btn 2-4 1193 —_ 
: - 4 eos DE Ons RL A CE Ee ee a En SR d=rnh CEA ia Ana — 
R * i 193 F836 * % pF F x IL Wer I "I 
$4 bf . $ | CABLx 
's x, | « '4 oy V 
Y + 
E I 

« 


; ger the Victory her eyes had 
_ gain'd! For when the Paſſion 
of a Lover is evaporated into the 
cool temper of a Husband, and 
a frequent review has leſlen'd 
the wonder which her Charms 
at- firft had rais'd, ſhe'll retain 
' no more than ſuch a formal re- 
ſpe as decency and good breed- 
ing will require, and perhaps 
hardly that; but unleſs he bea 
very good Man (and indeed the 
world is not over full of %em)_ 
her worthleſneſs has made a 
forfeit of his Aﬀections, which 
are ſeldom fixt by any other 
thing than Veneration and Ef- 
teem. Whereas, a wiſe and good 
Woman is uſeful and valuable in 
_ all Ages and Conditions ; ſhe 
who chiefly attends the one thing 
necdful, the good part which ſhall 
not' be taken | from her, lives a 
cheerful and pleaſant Life, inno- 
cent and ſedate, calm and tran- 
| quile, 
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quile, and ml es a glorious 


Exit; being {tranſlated from - 


the moſt happy{life on Earth, to 
unſpeakable happineſs in heaven: : 
a freſhand fragrant Name, em- 
balming her Daſt, and extend- 
ing its Perfume to ſucceedin 
Ages. Whilſt the Fools, an 


the worſt ſortof them the wick- 


ed, live as well as die in Miſery, 
go "outin a ſnul 7, leaving nothing 


but ſtench- and putrefaRtion be- - 


hind: them... 

To cloſe al, if this Propoſal 
which is but ayough draught and 
rude Eſſay, and which might be 
made much more beautiful by 
a better Pen, give occaſion to 
' wiſer heads tg improve and per- 

fect it, 1 have my end. For im- 
perfect as it 5, it ſeems ſodeſi- 

Noble: that ſhe who drew the 
Scheme is full of hopes, it wlll 


1 hands to perform 


not want king 5 
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of that, it is but a few hours 
thrown away, and a little 1a- 
bour in vain, which yet will 
not he loſt, if what is here of 
fer'd may {erve to expreſs her 
hearty, Good-will, and how much 
ſhe deſires your Improvement, 
who 1s | 

LADIES, 


' Tour. very bumble Servant. 
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tion of the Books of the Old 
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ture throughout the whole 
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